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Klitschko brothers win their bouts 


See Page 14 


УКРАЇНСЬКІ ВІСТІ 


ДЕ45 


Edmonton February 24- March 9, 1999 Vol. LXXII Мо 4 Price $1.75 


Lazarenko arrested 
in New York 


See Page 5 


UCC National Justice Committee created 


By Marco Levytsky 

A National Justice Committee of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
was created at a weekend meeting 
in Toronto, Feb. 13-14. 

The National Justice Committee 
is an offshoot of the UCC Toronto 
Justice Committee, which was given 
the mandate to organize action 
against the denaturalization and de- 
portation (D&D) policy throughout 
Canada at the 19th Congress of the 
UCC held in Winnipeg, Oct. 9-12, 
1998. 

UCC Toronto invited participants 
from six provinces — British Co- 
lumbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec — 
and these individuals were consti- 
tuted into the new national commit- 
tee. 

Speaking at a press conference at 
the Ukrainian Canadian Arts Foun- 
dation following the innaugural ses- 
sion, UCC Toronto President Maria 
Szkambara said the denaturalization 
and deportation issue is one that af- 
fects the whole Ukrainian commu- 
nity in Canada because false ver- 
sions of Ukrainian history are be- 
ing brought up in these cases and 
this serves to blacken the reputation 
of Ukrainian Canadians. 

“This is not just a matter of 
(Wasyl) Odynsky, or (Vladimir) 
Katriuk, but a matter for all Ukrai- 
nians in Canada,” she said referring 
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Maria Szkambara speaking at the 
press conference. 


to the cases of two individuals. 

Szkambara pointed out that in 
none of the D&D cases brought be- 
fore the courts has any evidence of 
any war crimes been brought up 
against the individuals by the gov- 
ernment. 

Cases under the D&D policy are 
civil rather than criminal. Under the 
law all the government has to prove 
is that a person misrepresented him- 
self upon entering Canada and then 
he can be deported. 

Szkambara also noted that the 
Canadian Justice Department, when 
announcing the D&D policy in 
1995, vowed that no proceedings 
would be brought forward unless 
evidence of individual criminality 
wad present, but this is exactly what 
happened. 

The UCC National Justice Com- 
mittee will be divided into four ac- 
tion groups — political, legal, me- 
dia and community. 

Among some of the objectives of 
the committee are to lobby politi- 
cians at local provincial and national 
levels; created a legal data base and 
a network of Canadian lawyers of 
Ukrainian origin, arranging panel 
discussions featuring lawyers, jour- 
nalists, and historians to spread in- 
formation and fundraising. 

The first such panel discussion 
will be held in Edmonton, March 5 
at the Ukrainian National federation 
Hall. 

The initiative for such a discus- 
sion came from the local UNF 

Branch prior to the Toronto meet- 
ing, but is now being organized in 
conjunction with the national com- 
mittee. 

(More about the Edmonton meet- 
ing inside this issue of Ukrainian 
News.) 
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Singer “shoots” himself at World Premiere 


Believe it or not, but Ukrainian News photographer Roman Petriw actually managed to take this picture while 
performing on stage for the Ukrainian Music Society of Alberta Choir during their joint concert “Journey 
through Ukraine” with the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra and soloist Joanne Kolomyjec at Edmonton’s Winspear 
Centre, Feb. 19. The concert featured the World Premiere of composer Yurii Laniuk’s “Palimpsesty” vocal- 
symphonic poem set to Biblical texts from “The Revelation to John” and the poetry of Ukrainian dissident Vasyl 
Stus. How Petriw (who appears on the far left of the front row of the centre group of male singers) managed to 
accomplish this feat without anybody noticing, remains his professional secret. However, the story on the con- 


cert itself is public knowledge and appears on Page 9 of this issue. 
Україна підписала угоди 
із Саскачеваном 


(Посольство України у Канаді)-Днями в 
Канадському місті Саскатун (провінція Саска- 
чеван) відбулась церемонія урочистого підписання 
трьох комерційних угод між саскачеванськими 
фірмами, що працюють в галузі культури та їх 
партнерами з України. Так, передбачається, що 
фірми «Майндз Ай Пікчерз» і SCN нададуть 
допомогу в пошуку додаткових джерел фінан- 
сування діяльності кіностудії ім. О. Довженка, i, 
зокрема, у спільному виробництві кінопродукції. 
Вартість цього проєкту оцінюється в 4 млн. 
дол. 

Друга угода підписана з канадського боку 
представниками фірми «Фор Скуер Продакшнз» 
стосовно спільного виробництва з українськими 
колегами двох документальних фільмів «Ката- 
комбна церква Маркови» та «Фатальні обійми: 
українці і євреї». На знимках цих фільмів, що 
відбуватимуться в Канаді і в Україні, будуть 
задіяні до 100 людей. 

Видавнича компанія «Кото Букс» підписала 
угоду з українським видавництвом літератури 
для дітей «Веселка». Суть проєкта полягає в 
тому, що до 2000 року будуть підготовлені і 
надруковані українською і англійською мовами 


збірки оповідань для дітей. «Кото Букс» також 
об'явила, що до осені поточного року українське 
видавництво «Основи» надрукує українську версію 
книжки під назвою «Дві землі. Нові погляди. 
Антологія коротких оповідань з Канади і з 
України». Ia книжка для маленьких читачів 
англійською мовою вже побачила світ в Канаді 
i була репрезентована під час церемонії підписання 
документів. 

Участь в церемонії підписання взяли Прем'єр 
провінції Саскачеван Р. Романов, представник 
Посольства України в Канаді С. Боровик, 
представники бізнесових кіл провінції і місцевої 
української громади, численні журналісти. В ході 
церемонії підкреслювалось, що плідне співробіт- 
ництво між Саскачеваном і Україною було 
започатковане ще в 1995 році під час візиту 
Прем'єра Р. Романова в Україну, в ході якого 
було підписано двосторонній Меморандум про 
співробітництво. З того часу співпраця між 
партнерами неухильно розширюється і охоплює 
собою все нові сфери, включаючи вже тепер і 
такі ділянки, як кінематограф і видавнича 
діяльність. 
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Керівні органи PYXy 


домагаються 


відставки В. 


Чорновола з посади голови партії 


Віталій ЇІчнянець 

(КБУВ)--20-го лютого Центральний Провід 
Народного Руху України 29 голосами «за» при 
одному, хто утримався, прийняв ухвалу «Про 
ситуацію в партії», якою висловив недовіру лідеру 
РУХу Вячеславу Чорноволу. Черговим Все- 
українським Зборам PYXy, призначеним на 28 
лютого, запропоновано розглянути питання про 
доцільність перебування В. Чорновола на посаді 
голови партії. 

Ця подія стала логічним завершенням більш 
ніж піврічного процесу загострення протиріч 
між партійним лідером та більшістю рухівського 
активу. Чорноволу дорікають за авторитарний 
стиль керівництва, невміння і небажання раху- 
ватися з думками інших партійних активістів, 
ревниве і навіть вороже ставлення до кожного, 
хто набуває в партії авторитету і може 
претендувати на ролю майбутнього рухівського 
лідера. Оточивши себе вірнопідданими, але 
посередніми особами, наголошують противники 
В. Чорновола, голова РУХу занедбав партійні 
справи. Політика НРУ стала невиразною, партія 
втрачає авторитет в суспільстві. Іншими словами, 
гасло «Потрібні зміни», з яким РУХ минулого 
року йшов на парламентські вибори, обернувся 
проти самого партійного керівництва. 

Спершу проти В. Чорновола «повстала» парла- 
ментська фракція РУХу - ще з початку мину- 
лорічної осені, коли її лідер, знехтувавши про- 
позиціями колег-депутатів, на власний розсуд 
«виписав» положення про фракцію і затвердив 
його на Центральному Проводі НРУ. Потім В. 
Чорновіл, свавільно нав'язуючи керівним органам 
заздалегідь продумані процедури та вміло 
маніпулюючи активом регіональних організацій, 
зумів провести через партійний з'їзд власні 
рішення щодо участі РУХу у президентських 
виборах (а вони виявилися не найкращими, не 
справдили сподівань рухівців та їхніх прихильників 
на підтримку цих рішень всіма національно- 
патріотичними силами). 

Поступово втрачаючи вплив у фракції, в 
Центральному Проводі та його Президії, В. 
Чорновіл вдався до останнього кроку - спроби 
лишитися при керівництві партії шляхом розколу 
та об'єднання довкола себе тих рухівців, хто 
зачарований його харизмою. Інакше не можна 
пояснити те, що голова партії та фракції 
стимулював появу «групових листів» на свою 
підтримку та розіслав по всій Україні листа, в 
якому звинуватив більшість парламентської 
фракції та частини керівництва у «відірваності 
від мас», намаганні цієї мов би «партійної еліти» 
поставити себе над партією, «приватизувати» 
РУХ напередодні чергових парляментських 
виборів. Ї в цьому листі, і в очолюваній В. 
Чорноволом газеті «Час» поіменно критикувалися 
«противники лідера», що викликало сум'яття в 
низових партійних структурах та відразу ж було 
використано іншими партіями проти самого РУХУ. 

Тривалий час не оприлюднювалася заява 
фракції РУХу у Верховній Раді України від 9 
лютого, в якій наголошувалося: «Нам прикро 
визнавати, що голова фракції В. Чорновіл все 
частіше і частіше не рахується з думкою фракції. 
Він постійно ігнорує думки, пропозиції та зау- 
важення членів фракції. Він вперто намагається 
запровадити авторитарний метод керівництва 
фракцією, постійно ігноруючи Регламент фракції 
та Положення про фракцію. Цинічно відмов- 
ляється виконувати рішення фракції. ..Голова 
фракції В. Чорновіл не бажає забезпечити ефек- 
тивну і конструктивну роботу фракції. ...Фракція 
категорично засуджує постійні навішування 
ярликів «зрадник», «розкольник», «провокатор» 

на кожного, хто дозволяє собі не погоджуватись 
з В. Чорноволом та висловлювати власну думку». 

У цій же заяві фракція зобов'язала свого 
лідера «відкликати наклепницькі листи», попро- 
сити вибачення перед колегами, підпорядкуватися 
рішенням фракції, беззастережно виконувати 

вимоги Статуту та Програми НРУ, припинити 
спроби протиставляти фракцію партії. 

В. Чорновіл не погодився. Несподівано для 
всієї партії в тій же таки газеті «Час» (шеф-- 
редактор В. Чорновіл), з'явилося повідомлення 
про дострокове скликання 6-7 березня другого 
етапу Всеукраїнських Зборів РУХУ, на яких (з 


цього вже не робилося секрету) передбачалося 
внесення змін і доповнень до партійного Статуту - 
(зміцнення повноважень голови) та «чистка» 
керівних органів. Кілька голів крайових органі- 
зацій самовільно оголосила себе оргкомітетом 
цих Зборів... 

Це й спровокувало вибух у керівництві партії. 
Наступного ж дня, минулої п'ятниці, заступник 
голови РУХу В. Черняк оголосив на пленарному 
засіданні парламенту про недовіру голові фракції. 
А в суботу питання про керівника партії 
недвозначно постало на засіданні керівного органу 
— Центрального Проводу. Хоч як не намагалися 
В. Чорновіл та його прибічники зірвати це 
засідання (всупереч попередньому рішенню 
Президії про дату проведення), більшість членів 
ЦП прибула на Засідання i виявила рідкісну 
одностайність. Майже всі рішення були підтримані 
30 голосами «за» з 30 присутніх, тоді як 24 
члени ЦІЇ на засідання не з'явилися. Затверджено 
нового керівника парламентської фракції - Юрія 
Костенка; він же - найімовірніший кандидат на 
посаду партійного голови. 

Минулої суботи ухвалено також рішення про 
скликання 28 лютого позачергових Всеукраїнських 
Зборів НРУ під егідою єдино статутних органів 
партії - Центрального Проводу та Секретаріату 
НРУ. Ключове питання - про переобрання лідера. 

В інтерв'ю для засобів масової інформації В. 
Чорновіл продовжує стверджувати, що «є всі 
юридичні підстави оскаржувати рішення Цент- 
рального Проводу». Він також назвав неле- | 
гітимним голосування фракції РУХу про недовіру 
своєму керівнику та повідомив, що тоді ж, у 
п'ятницю, подав до Секретаріату Верховної Ради 
список тих членів фракції, які «чітко підтвердили» 
лідерство В. Чорновола. Їх буцімто «близько 
вісімнадцяти» (із 48-и). Ті, хто обрав Ю. 
Костенка, заявляє В. Чорновіл, «хай тепер 
реєструються, а ми будемо протестувати, щоб 
це була фракція РУХу». 

Як свідчать події, спершу небажання В. 
Чорновола визнати свої помилки та погодитися 
з легітимними рішеннями фракції, а потім і 
наміри «Йти своїм шляхом», протиставляючи себе 
іншим, фактично унеможливили примирення. 
Здійснюється сценарій розколу. 

Попереду - два загальнопартійні з'їзди. 28 
лютого молодше і прагматичніше крило (4 
заступники голови партії, більшість членів ЦІЇ, 
більшість голів крайових організацій та більшість | 
депутатів парламенту), очевидно, назвуть нового 
партійного лідера. Через тиждень «консервативна» 
меншість (В. Чорновіл, один чи двоє його 
заступників, голови 10-12 обласних партійних 
організацій та ін.) пробуватимуть скасувати 
рішення попереднього з'їзду та оголосити РУХом 
себе, виключивши з партії «розкольників». 

Суперечності в НРУ відносять до найбільших 
подій новітньої української політичної історії, 
позаяк РУХ лишився найбільш впливовою 1 
єдиною з представлених у парляменті політичною 
силою яскраво окресленої національно-демокра- 
тичної орієнтації, здатною захищати ідею укра- 
їнської державності на противагу реваншизмові 
лівих. 


У рівненській 


прокуратурі 
працюють канадці 


«Україна молода», Київ 

(KBYB)—Ha три з половиною місяці приїхали 
до Острога на Рівненщині восьмеро юнаків та 
дівчат з Канади. Вони вже розпочали роботу у 
загальноосвітній школі міста, школі-ліцеї (м. 
Шумськ), на приватному підприємстві, в 
допоміжній школі м. Острога, у рівненській 
прокуратурі, місцевому клюбі «Берегиня», 
міськраді та на кафедрі іноземних мов Острозької 
академії. Візит гостей - це друга частина 
українсько-канадської програми обміну молоді, 
за якою українські студенти також перебували 
на стажуванні за кордоном. 

...Молоде покоління здобуває досвід протягом 
3-3,5 місяця у Канаді та за такий же термін у 
країні-учасниці, працюючи, проживаючи в сім'ях, 
знайомлячись із різними людьми, іншими 
культурами, мовами. 
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Government going after innocent 
people in D&D cases, lawyer says 


By Marco Levytsky 

The federal government is going after innocent 
people in denaturalization and deportation (D&D) cases 
says the lawyer for one of the men who is facing a 
judicial decision on whether to face deportation or not. 

Eric Hafemann, lawyer for Helmut Oberlander, 
whose hearing has concluded, says that in none of the 
D&D cases brought forward has the government pro- 
vided any evidence of war crimes. 

“What you are dealing with here are totally innocent 
people,” he told the innaugural meeting of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress National Justice Committee 
in Toronto, Feb. 13. “You don’t have to worry that 
maybe there was something in the background.” 

Hafemann added that the motivation behind the D&D 
policy is political. 

“What you are dealing with is a determined group 
and a special interest group, members of whom have 
told me ‘we don’t care if they are innocent as long as 
we can continue telling the story’,” he said. 

Oberlander, an ethnic German whose family had been 
living in Ukraine for 250 years was 17 years old when 
he was recruited by the Germans to serve as an inter- 
preter. He had lost 36 members of his family during 
the Stalinist regime because ethnic Germans were 
among the people targeted by the Soviets, Hafemann 
said. ; 

The government claimed that Oberlander had mis- Б 
represented himself upon entering Canada by not di- 
vulging that he was a member of the SD, a sub-unit of Б 
the SS. The government said that he participated in the 


Albright recommends 
$195 million in aid for Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright told the 
U.S. Congress on Feb. 18 that Ukraine has made “significant progress” 
in carrying out its economic reforms to warrant the release of US$195 
million in aid this year. 

Congress had intended that sum to be issued earlier but had made 
its release conditional on Albright’s positive assessment of Ukraine’s 
reform process and its efforts to deal with complaints by U.S. inves- 
tors. 

Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma welcomed the U.S. decision, 
saying that Washington “understands the role of Ukraine in the re- 
gion” and that the U.S.-Ukrainian “strategic partnership was not de- 
clared for the sake of empty words alone,” AP reported 
_ Albright met with Ukrainian Prime Minister Valeriy Pustovoytenko 
in Washington earlier this month to discuss the certification process. 
A State Department official (unnamed) said Albright told 
Pustovoytenko that Kyiv must take steps to resolve the outstanding 
disputes as well as take concerted actions to implement economic 
reform programs worked out with the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

The Secretary of State praised Ukraine’s progress on democratic 
reforms, telling the Prime Minister that Kyiv’s conduct of the presi- 
dential and parliamentary elections stood as an example for all of the 
former Soviet republics. 

But she emphasized that the determination of whether to certify 
will depend wholly on Ukraine’s real economic and business progress. 


WASYL ODYNSKY 
DEFENCE TRUST FUND 


In September 1997 the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration of 
Canada served Wasyl Odynsky with documents seeking to deport 


Eric Hafemann 


execution of civilians, but had to withdraw the allega- 


him for allegedly making false representations about his wartime 


tions because of lack of evidence, Hafemann said. 
“Tn these cases they know there is no such evidence. 
In Oberlander they knew that because there had been a 
lengthy German investigation (which cleared him),” 
Hafemann added. 
The government even tried to bring in “totally fabri- 


cated evidence” from the KGB — witnesses that had 
been beaten before the statements were presented to 
them for signing, he said. However, this evidence was 
not allowed in court. 

“T have never before seen such slimy tactics by the 
government,” Hafemann said. 


Panel Discussion on D&D to be held in Edmonton 


(UkrNews)—A Panel Discussion 
on the Denaturalization and Depor- 
tation (D&D) Issue and its implica- 
tions for Canada’s Ukrainian Com- 


Ukrainian News. 


mittee and Publisher-Editor of 


“In none of the D&D cases that 
have been brought before the courts 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies at the University of Alberta 
who will explain the historical per- 
spective of this issue and Taras 


activities in his application for Canadian citizenship. 
Wasyl Odynsky has not been charged with war crimes. 


Despite the lack of evidence of war criminality against Wasyl 
Odynsky the government of Canada is continuing with deportation 
proceedings against him. Mr. Odynskys trial begins in November 
1998 and it is estimated that his legal fees will exceed $250,000. 
Like Ivan Demjanjuk before him, even if Mr. Odynsky is successful, 
this trial will have cost him his life savings. 


The financial strain is more than he and his family can bear and his 
defense must not falter for lack of funds. Please give generously to 
the Wasyl Odynsky Defense Trust Fund. 


munity will be held in Edmonton, 
Friday, March 5. 

The discussion will be held at the 
Ukrainian National Federation 
(UNF) Hall at 10629 - 98 Street at 
7:30 pm. 

The initiative for this discussion 
came from the Edmonton Branch of 
the UNF, a constituent member of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC), Edmonton Branch, and is 
endorsed under the umbrella of the 
UCC’s Alberta Provincial Council. 

The D&D policy was initiated by 
the federal government in 1995 as a 
means of dealing with the so-called 
war crimes issue through the civil, 
rather than criminal justice system. 
Under this procedure the govern- 
ment is obligated only to prove that 
a person misrepresented himself 
upon entering Canada. However, 
immigration files of the late 1940s 
have long been destroyed, so one is 
dealing not with hard evidence but 
“probabilities,” 

“The fundamental issue that we 
intend to bring to public attention is 
that the government has completely 
misrepresented this policy to the 
people of Canada by saying that it 
is going after ‘alleged war crimi- 
nals’.” said one of the scheduled 
panelists, Marco Levytsky, Member 
of the UCC National Justice Com- 


has the government brought forward 
any evidence of any individual war 
crimes. In some cases it has not even 
charged these individuals with any 
individual war crimes. In order to 
call someone an ‘alleged-war crimi- 
паї" you have to bring forward pro- 
bative evidence that the person ac- 
tually committed a criminal act, but 
that has not been the case. “In sev- 
eral cases, the government even had 
the audacity to withdraw allegations 
of war criminal activity! 

“What’s more, the government, in 
announcing this policy in 1995 
stated : ‘The key criterion in all these 
proceedings is the existence of some 
evidence of individual criminality. 
If that cannot be proven, no proceed- 
ings will be considered.’ Again, this 
has not been the case. 

“The D&D issue is not about war 
crimes at all, but about a serious in- 
fringement on civil liberties and Ca- 
nadian judicial principles,” 
Levytsky added. 

Besides Levytsky, who will speak 
on the D&D issue in the media, 
other panelists will be lawyer Eu- 
gene Harasymiw, also a Member of 
the UCC National Justice Commit- 
tee, and President of the Alberta 
Ukrainian Self-Reliance League, 
who will speak on legal issues, his- 
torian Myroslav Yurkevich from the 


Podilsky, Edmonton representative 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Lib- 
erties Association who will speak 
about his organization’s role in de- 
fending the Ukrainian community in 
Canada. 

Admission to the Panel Discus- 
sion is free, but donations to the 
У/азу! Odynsky Defence Trust Fund 
will be accepted. 


Donations in Support of this Trust Fund 


may be sent to 


5289 Roebuck Ct. 
Mississauga, Ontario L5R 2J5 
905-890-8110 


PANEL DISCUSSION 


The DENATURALIZATION and DEPORTATION 
POLICY and ITS IMPLICATIONS for 
CANADA’S UKRAINIAN COMMUNITY 


Sponsored by the 


Ukrainian National Federation, Edmonton Branch 


Friday, March 5, 7:30 pm 


UNF Hall, 10629 - 98 Street 


Panelists: 


Marco Levytsky, Publisher, Ukrainian News, Member, UCC National Justice 
Committee - Media & Public Perception of the Issue 
Eugene Harasymiw, President, Alberta Ukrainian Self Reliance League, Member, 


" Peace Corps volunteer murder trial begins 

(Eastern Economist)—The trial for the grisly murder of a Peace Corps 
volunteer last Sept. 14 began on Feb. 15 in Chernihiv, some 150 km north- 
east of Kyiv. 

Victor Verloo, a native of Sacramento, California, was found stabbed to 
death in his own apartment. 

Within a week police had a suspect and five accomplices in custody, but 
paperwork has apparently delayed the trial until now. 

The confessed murderer, a local man in his thirties who has spent some 
16 years in jail already, had been amnestied by President Leonid Kuchma 
just a few weeks earlier, in honor of Independence Day, Aug. 24. 

Under Ukrainian law, the family of the victim has the right to partici- 
pate in the prosecution. 

The trial is not expected to take very long and the court will probably 
press for the death penalty. 


UCC National Justice Committee - Legal Aspects of D&D 

Myroslav Yurkevich, Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta 
- Historical Aspects of D&D 

Taras Podilsky, Edmonton Representative, Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 
Association - UCCLA’s role in defending the Ukrainian community 


Chairman: 
Gordon (Bud) Conway 
President, Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Alberta Provincial Council 


This event is endorsed under the umbrella of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress 


В.О 5 TOURS LTD 


(YOUR PERFECT VACATION BEGINS ИЛЕКЕ) 


We specialize in travel and tours to Ukraine 
and escorted group tours around the world. 
Family owned and operated by Robert J. and Patricia Tomkins 


780-415-5633; Toll free 1-877-353-5633 


Call us for brochures on our 1999 Tours to Ukraine 
June 21 to July 5 - All inclusive land tour of western Ukraine (60% sold) 

July 4 to 19 - Escorted all inclusive Ukraine Cruise on Dnipro River and Black Sea 
June 21 to July 19 - 29 day Holiday of a lifetime in Ukraine touring western Ukraine 
and cruising the Dnipro River and Black Sea 


Watch for our exciting Fall Country Music Tours 
11708-135A Street, Edmonton, Alberta TSM 11.5 
Call us for information on any of our tours. http://www.connect.ab.ca/~ttravel 


THE UKRAINIAN HOUR 


With Robert J. Tomkins 


IN EDMONTON 
The Robert J. Tomkins 
Ukrainian Hour Begins 


The Robert J. Tomkins 
Ukrainian Hour is now 
on 810 CKJS Radio 
in Winnipeg. 
Heard Saturdays 
from 5-6 p.m. 


Конгрес Українців Канади (Відділ Едмонтон) та Українське 
Музичне Товариство Альберти шують на Шевченківський 
Концерт в неділю, 14-го березня, 1999р. в 3-ій год. попол. 
в Домі Молоді 9615-153 авеню. Квитки: 58 заздалегідь; 510 
при дверях; діти 12 і менше - безкоштовно. Квитки можна 
купити в Українській книгарні або від членів КУК. 
ж ж ж 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress (Edm. branch) and the Ukrainian Music 
Society of Alberta present Shevchenko Concert on Sunday, March 
14, 1999, at 3:00 p.m. at Ukrainian Youth Unity 9615-153 Ave. Tickets: 
$8 in advance; $10 at the door; free for 12 and under. Available: at the 
Ukrainian Bookstore or from members ої КУК. 


this Sunday at 9 p.m. 
on 790 CFCW 


The Ukrainian Women's League of Canada invite you to their 
SPRING TEA on March 14, 1999 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at St. - 
Basil's Cultural Centre 10819-71 Ave. 
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Затверджено 
Автономної 


(Посольство України у Канаді) Наприкінці 
минулого року Президентом України підписано 
Закон України «Про затвердження Конституції 
Автономної Республіки Крим». Відповідно до 
положень цього Закону Конституція Автономної 
Республіки Крим набула чинності 12 січня 1999 
року. Ця подія є важливою як у внутрішньо- 
державній сфері, оскільки затвердження Консти- 
туції АРК створює правові засади функціонування 
автономії, визначає повноваження органів 
законодавчої, виконавчої і судової влади АРК, а 
також гарантії спеціального статусу автономії, 
що враховують особливості її історичного роз- 
витку, національного складу населення, специфіку 
народного господарства та соціально-культурної 
оріентації, так і з точки зору виконання Україною 
взятих на себе міжнародно-правових зобов'язань 
щодо вступу України до Ради Європи. 

Враховуючи внутрішньодержавне та міжна- 
родно-правове значення цієї події Посольство 
вважає за необхідне викласти деякі основні 
положення Конституції АРК, що стосуються 
конституційних основ статусу та повноважень 
АРК, а також участі АРК в здійсненні загаль- 
нодержавної зовнішньої політики України. 

Відповідно до Конституції АРК Автономна 
Республіка Крим є невід'ємною складовою 
частиною України і в межах повноважень, 
визначених Конституцією України, вирішує 
питання, віднесені до її відання, що співвідно- 


В Україні вітають рішення керівництва СРЮ 
та представників албанської громади Косово 
почати переговори за участю Контактної групи 
в Рамбуйє, Франція. При цьому важливо, що 
в переговорах взяли участь всі сторони 
конфлікту. 

Такий крок відповідає сподіванням україн- 
ської, всієї європейської та світової громадсь- 
кості на досягнення рішення про врегулювання 
кризи навколо Косово шляхом переговорів. 
На всіх етапах кризи Україна послідовно 


заява МЗС України 


Конституцію 


Республіки Крим 


ситься з принципами унітаризму, на яких по- 
будовано державний лад України. 

Конституцією АРК встановлюється принцип 
примату Конституції України, Законів України 
перед положеннями нормативно-правових актів 
АРК у разі їх невідповідності Конституції України 
та Законам України. 

Серед основних принципів АРК чільне місце 
Конституція АРК відводить принципам народо- 
владдя, верховенства права, дотримання та 
забезпечення прав і свобод людини та грома- 
дянина, а також принципу поєднання інтересів 
АРК та загальнодержавних інтересів України. 

Щодо участі АРК у здійсненні загальнодержав- 
ної зовнішньої політики України Конституція 
АРК встановлює, що АРК у межах своїх 
повноважень має право вступати у відносини, у 
тому числі договірні, з органами влади, 
підприємствами, установами, організаціями та 
об'єднаннями громадян інших держав та їх 
регіонів, з міжнародними організаціями у галузі 
економіки, науки, освіти, охорони навколишнього 
природного середовища і природокористування, 
у соціально-культурній сфері. 

Проте участь АРК у сфері зовнішніх зносин 
та укладення міжнародних договорів та угод з 
зазначених питань зокрема, повинно обов'язково 
узгоджуватись з Міністерством закордонних справ 
України як з координуючим органом в сфері 
зовнішніх зносин. 


виступала за вирішення конфлікту політичними 
засобами на основі територіальної цілісності 
СРЮ, надання широкої автономії Косово та 
дотримання прав національних меншин. 

В Україні впевнені, що залучені до вирішення 
кризи Організація Об'єднаних Націй, ОБСЄ, 
НАТО, Контактна група, країни-контрибутори 
Верифікаційної місії ОБСЄ в Косово, 
включаючи Україну, активно ун ху 
якнайшвидшому досягненню домовленостей між 
сторонами конфлікту. 


Ратифіковано Договір 
між Україною і Росією 


Позитивний результат розгляду Дого- 


A 552, 


гарантований 


7 High Five 
Term Deposit 


Тепер є пора на інвестування в 
RRSP і Capital City Savings High 
Five Term Deposit дає Bam високу 
ставку для збудування Вашого 


МЗС України вітає затвердження 17 


вору в Раді Федерації став свідченням 


лютого Радою Федерації Федеральних 
Зборів РФ закону «Про ратифікацію 
Договору про дружбу, співробітництво 
і партнерство між Україною 1 Російською 
Федерацією». Як відомо, Верховна Рада 
України ратифікувала цей Договір ще в 
січні минулого року. 

Схвалення закону є важливим кроком 
до набуття чинності широкомасштабним 
Договором, підтвердженням прагнення 
двох держав розбудовувати свої відносини 
на основі загальноприйнятих норм 
міжнародного права, взаємного визнання 
територіальної цілісності та непорушності 
існуючих між ними кордонів. 


конструктивного підходу більшості 
російських сенаторів до перспектив 
українсько-російського співробітництва, 
у тому числі на міжрегіональному рівні. 

Завершення процесу набуття Дого- 
вором чинності і його реалізація стано- 
витимуть міцний правовий фундамент 
традиційних добросусідських відносин між 
Україною i Росією, сприятимуть їх під- 
несенню до рівня стратегічного парт- 
нерства, а також будуть практичним 
внеском у створенні нової системи євро- 
пейської безпеки, зміцнення атмосфери 
довіри і співробітництва на континенті. 


фінансового пакету. Вам 


гарантується річний прихід 4.55%, 
але коли 5-річна ставка 
термінового депозиту збільшиться 
Ви теж отримаєте вищу ставку. 


Всі вплати є 100% гарантовані 
через Credit Union Deposit 
Guarantee Corporation. 


Задзвоніть до Hac ще нині. 
Сконтактуйтеся з Ruth Boychuk: 496-2338 


496—2151 


www.capcity.ab.ca 


Мінімальний депозит 500 дол. Ставка може мінятися. 
Сконтактуйтеся з нашим відділом за деталями. 
Пропозиція важна до б березня 1999 р. 


В Україні - понад мільйон 
безробітних, які 
зареєструвалися такими... 


(КБУВ)- Кількість офіційно заре- становила лише 38,2 тисячі чоловік. 
єстрованих в Україні безробітних мину- Найбільше навантаження на одне 


лого місяця вперше перетнула мільйон- 
ну позначку. На кінець січня «біржа 
прації внесла в свої реєстри 1,035,875 
чоловік або 3,3 відсотка працездатного 
населення країни. 

Найвищий рівень безробіття - на 
Чернігівщині (6,796), Волині та 
Львівщині (6,596), Житомирщині 
(6,196). Найнижчий - у Києві та 
Севастополі, а також на Одещині. 

Станом на 1 лютого цього року, 
потреба в робочій силі по Україні 


робоче місце в середньому становить 
28 осіб, але окремі регіони перебу- 
вають у набагато скрутнішому стано- 
вищі. Так, на ЇІвано-Франківщині на 
одну вакансію претендує 347 чоловік, 
на Волині - 108, у Закарпатті - 95. 
Ці показники доволі умовні, оскільки 
чимало безробітних не проходять 
реєстрації, шукаючи джерел заробітку 
самотужки. Здебільшого - в тіньовому 
секторі економіки. 
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Lazarenko arrested in New York 


(JF Monitor)}—Ukraine’s fugitive former prime minister, 
Pavlo Lazarenko, was arrested by United States immigration 
authorities Feb. 20 at Kennedy airport in New York. 

Lazarenko was attempting to enter the United States on an 
Argentine visa which was found to be fraudulent. Ukraine 
promptly applied to the United States to extradite Lazarenko 
on the basis of the legal-assistance agreement between the 
two countries. 

Lazarenko is wanted in both Ukraine and Switzerland on 
charges of large-scale embezzlement of state funds and 
money-laundering. 

The Ukrainian parliament on Feb. 17, by a vote of 310 to 
39, lifted Lazarenko’s parliamentary immunity, clearing the 
way for his arrest, which he avoided by fleeing to Greece. 

Only the Hromada and its most loyal allies, the socialists 
of the former speaker, Oleksandr Moroz, dissented in lifting 
the immunity. The consenting vote of the Communists — the 
largest faction, which hesitated until the last moment — was 
instrumental in incriminating Lazarenko. 

Prosecutor General Mykhaylo Potebenko preceded the vote 
with a two-hour long report on Lazarenko’s case. He repeated 
the earlier publicized charges of large-scale embezzlement, 


Horbulin 
overrules 
Razumkov 


on NATO 


(JF Monitor)—Volodymyr 
Horbulin, Secretary of Ukraine’s 
National Security and Defense 
Council, on Feb. 16 rebuked the 
Deputy Secretary Aleksandr 
Razumkov’s position on Ukraine’s 
relations with NATO. Horbulin told . 
the press that Razumkov had “erred 
both in form and in substance” when 
speaking on that subject to the re- 
cent Kyiv symposium of the Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation. 

Razumkovy had told the sympo- 
sium that Ukraine’s accession to 
NATO will not be on the agenda for 
at least another ten years, if then. He 
claimed that the accession would 
cost Ukraine from US$60 billion to 
US$125 billion, or — alternatively 
— force Ukraine to reduce its armed 
forces to one-third or one-quarter of 
their present strength. Razumkov 
also reportedly argued that Ukraine 
faces a dilemma between adhering 
to NATO or to a CIS collective se- 
curity system, and that a majority of 
the populace favor the latter. 

Horbulin criticized Razumkov for 
exaggerating the costs of Ukraine’s 
hypothetical accession to NATO, 
unnecessarily fanning concern 
among Ukraine’s military with his 
monetary and force reduction fig- 
ures, posing a false dilemma be- 
tween NATO and the Tashkent 
Treaty (with which Ukraine has no 
relation), and giving grist to the 
Ukrainian left in the upcoming par- 
liamentary debate on Ukraine- 
NATO relations. 

Horbulin is President Leonid 
Kuchma’s closest confidant and, 
like the president, a proponent of a 
Western orientation in foreign 
policy. Razumkov, for his part, of- 
ten stresses the need for not alienat- 
ing Russia. 


Ukraine’s tax 
debt soars 


(RFE/RL)—Tax payers in 
Ukraine owe the government 11 bil- 
lion hryvni (C$4.8 billion), AP re- 
ported on Feb. 12. 

Oleksiy Shytriya, deputy chief of 
the State Tax Administration, said 
the tax debt, which rose by some 8 
billion hryvni in 1998, is already 
turning into an “issue of national 
security.” 

Ukrainian Television reported the 
next day that some 50 percent of 
Ukraine’s capital turnover occurs 
outside the banking system, making 
it difficult for tax inspectors to deal 
with tax evasion. The State Tax Ad- 
ministration has identified nearly 90 
means of tax evasion. : 


illegal operations with accounts in Swiss banks and abuse of 
office. In 1993, when he was governor of Dnipropetrovsk 
Region, Lazarenko reportedly registered in Switzerland a fic- 
titious firm LIP Handel AG, to whose account he siphoned 
almost 4.5 million Swiss francs and over US$2 million be- 
tween 1993-1996. Over US$1.2 million of this amount had 
been stolen from accounts of the Dnipropetrovsk-based state 
farm Naukovy. Potebenko had earlier asked the parliament 
to lift the immunity also from the MP Mykola Ahafonoy, 
Naukovy’s former director. Lazarenko is also charged both 
with using almost | million hryvnias from state coffers to 
renovate his dacha near Kyiv and with being involved in sales 
to the government of Panama-manufactured prefabricated 
houses at inflated prices. 

Opening the parliamentary hearing Feb. 17, Speaker 
Oleksandr Tkachenko read aloud Lazarenko’s letter, in which 
Lazarenko asked the parliament to postpone the vote on his 
immunity. A medical report attached to the letter explained 
that Lazarenko was hospitalized with a heart condition in 
Greece on Feb. 15. Lazarenko wrote that he does not renounce 
his intention to answer the prosecution’s charges openly be- 
fore parliament and “overturn the unjust accusations.” By an 


overwhelming majority, however, the parliament decided to 
vote in his absence. The Ukrainian embassy in Greece re- 
portedly confirmed Lazarenko’s arrival. In an interview with 
STV, however, Ukraine’s former acting Prosecutor General, 
Oleh Lytvak, cited sources in the Ukrainian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry denying that Lazarenko is in Greece. Lazarenko had 
earlier reportedly “evacuated” his family to the United States. 

Lazarenko is expected to appear in Switzerland by March 
1 for questioning by investigative prosecutors there. 

Last December, Lazarenko had posted bail of 4 million 
Swiss francs for a temporary release from Swiss arrest. 

Despite President Leonid Kuchma’s undeniable role in pro- 
moting Lazarenko and turning a blind eye on his reported 
misdeeds, the parliament’s incrimination of Lazarenko is a 
great victory for Kuchma, who is eyeing a second term in 
office. Along with the elimination of Lazarenko, the position 
of Kuchma’s probably strongest presidential rival, Moroz, is 
now significantly weaker. The socialist leader, Lazarenko’s 
tactical ally since last year’s parliamentary elections, initially 
defended Lazarenko — both to the media and in public 
speeches — from what they both described as “political per- 
secution.” 


$11.5 billion more is 
a real shot in the arm 


for our healthcare 


system. 


Healthcare is Canadians’ most cherished program. That’s why over the next five 
years, we're committing an additional $11.5 billion to healthcare. 


This investment will provide the provincial and territorial governments with 
substantially more money to deal with critical healthcare concerns, such as emergency 
room delays and waiting lists for surgery. At the same time, we're investing $1.4 billion 
into other health priorities like prevention and research for new treatments and cures. 


Canadians deserve a healthcare system they can depend on. We know there’s still a 
lot of work to do, but we’re committed to getting the job done, no matter what it takes. 


Budget 99 


A STRONG BEGINNING TO A LONG TERM PLAN 


For more information about the 1999 Budget or on other 


Government of Canada programs and services 


call 1 800 O-CANADA (1 800 622-6232) TTY: 1 800 465-7735 


or visit our Web site at www.canada.gc.ca 
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підтримувати нашу газету повищими джерелами. Дякуємо 
заздалегідь за Вашу підтримку. 


Time to get the truth out 


One of the biggest misconceptions that the public has about the Denatu- 
ralization and Deportation (D&D) issue is that it’s about “alleged Nazi 
war criminals”. This 15 not so. This is a lie that the federal government has 
put out to cover up its own persecution of innocent people. 

In none of the D&D cases that have been brought before the courts has 
the government brought forward any evidence of any individual war crimes. 
In some cases it has not even charged these individuals with any indi- 
vidual war crimes. In order to call someone an “alleged war criminal” you 
have to bring forward probative evidence that the person actually com- 
mitted a criminal act, but that has not been the case. In several cases, the 
government even had the audacity to withdraw allegations of war crimi- 
nal activity! 

What’s more, the government, in announcing this policy in 1995 stated 
: “The key criterion in all these proceedings is the existence of some evi- 
dence of individual criminality. If that cannot be proven, no proceedings 
will be considered.” Again, this has not been the case. 

The D&D issue is not about war crimes at all, but about a serious in- 
fringement on civil liberties and Canadian judicial principles. 

The Ukrainian National Federation, Edmonton Branch, under the um- 
brella of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Alberta Provincial Council is 
sponsoring a Panel Discussion on this issue Friday, March 5 at the UNF 
Hall. We urge our readers in the Edmonton area to come out and hear what 
is the truth behind this policy. It is also necessary to use this as an oppor- 
tunity to inform the Canadian public at large of this truth. 


Re-elect Zapisocki to 
Capital City Board 


Capital City Savings and Credit Union will be holding elections for 
four positions on its Board of Directors, March 1-12 at all it branches. 
Among those running for re-election is our own community’s representa- 
tive, Ron Zapisocki. 

Capital City was created in 1987 by the merger of eight credit unions in 
Edmonton — among them the Ukrainian (Edmonton) Credit Union. It has 
a Ukrainian Community Council which acts as an advisory body. But to 
have a truly effective voice at Capital City, our community needs to have 
representation on the Board of Directors. 

Since Capital City was created, the Ukrainian community always had 
an effective representative. First it was Yaroslav Skrypnyk, then Ron 
Zapisocki. Initially the Ukrainian community was guaranteed a seat on 
the Board, but this later changed as all Board members had to be directly 
elected. 

Thus, in order to maintain our voice, it is imperative that our commu- 
nity re-elect Zapisocki, who has proved to be a diligent and effective rep- 
resentative. 

All members of Capital City are eligible to vote. So if you are a mem- 
ber, make sure you vote. And in order to make sure your vote is most 
effective, vote for Zapisocki and Zapisocki alone. You can vote for four of 
the candidates, but the top four vote-getters win. By voting only for 
Zapisocki, you will not be casting any votes for other candidates, thereby 
increasing their total number of votes. Instead you will be increasing 
Zapisocki’s total vis-a vis the others, thus helping to ensure that our com- 
munity continues to be represented on the Board. 
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Return of the natives 


By Myron B. Kuropas 
Reprinted from The Ukrainian Weekly, Jan. 24, 1999 

Hardly noticed in the U.S., the 32nd national con- 
vention of the Ukrainian National Federation (known 
by its Ukrainian acronym, UNO) of Canada last June 
was another defeat for the increasingly irrelevant 
OUN(M), the so-called “Melnykivtsi.” 

By a vote of 64-49, a slate consisting primarily of 
Canadian-born delegates defeated a ticket composed 
almost exclusively of OUN(M) adherents. It was a 
momentous occasion, denoting the return of Canada’s 
natives and the end of political dogma. 

The return, according to reliable sources within UNO, 
was precipitated by a rumor that OUN(M) Chairman 
Mykola Plawiuk, now a bit player in Ukraine, was push- 
ing for the sale of UNO assets in Canada so as to fund 
his sinking fortunes abroad. 

The tone for the return was articulated in a speech 
by Andrew Gregorovich, son of UNO’s first president. 
Mr. Gregorovich emphasized the initial Canadian char- 
acter of UNO, suggesting that its erosion over the years 
was a catastrophe. 

Founded in 1932, the Ukrainian National Federation 
of Canada has a long and distinguished history. Sym- 
pathetic to the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists 
(OUN) initially headed by Yevhen Konovalets, UNO 
was ultimately predicated on seven core beliefs: faith 
in Canada and its future; faith in the dignity of the in- 
dividual; faith in the democratic way of life; faith in 
the moral principles of Christianity; faith in Ukrainian 
cultural traditions and their integration into Canadian 
culture; faith in liberty as the right of every nation; faith 
in the liberty of Ukraine. 

These same ideals were later adopted by the Ukrai- 
nian National Youth Federation (MUN — Molodi 
Ukrayinski Natsionalisty) and UNO youth affiliate 
founded in 1934. Nominally nationalists, the MUN 
leadership remained fiercely loyal to Canadian demo- 
cratic principles. 

When OUN was split between the “Banderivtsi” and 
“Melnykivtsi” in the 19405, UNO’s sympathies re- 
mained with Konovalet’s duly elected successor, Andrii 
Melnyk. With the arrival of thousands of OUN mem- 
bers to Canada following the second world war, the 
Melnykivtsi gravitated to UNO, while the Banderivtsi 
established their own, separate organizations loyal to 
Stefan Bandera. For the next 50 years the two OUN’s 
denigrated and undermined each other’s initiatives in 
North America, leading to one of the most idiotically 
counterproductive, teapot tempests of the post-war era. 

Back during the 1950s, however, newly arrived 
OUN(M) members, some of whom had served in the 
Ukrainian underground, were welcomed as heroes. 
Taking advantage of the goodwill showered upon them, 
but continuing to maintain their ties and loyalty to 
OUN(M) in Europe, they formed a secret network 
within UNO for the purpose of taking over the organi- 
zation and its many large UNO halls throughout 
Canada. The shift in emphasis from Canada to Europe 
had a negative effect upon members of MUN, who, as 
they became older, felt estranged from their parents 
organization and drifted away. By 1960, UNO and its 
house organ, New Pathway, were firmly in the hands 
of the new group, the Melnykivtsi. 

Alarmed by the shift, the Winnipeg and St. Boniface 
branches, as well as the Dominion honorary president, 
established a committee to defend the original aims of 
UNO. The immediate reaction of the UNO Dominion 
executive and the presidium was to expel the members 


Chrétien’s spin doctors can’t get their act together 


Your front page page story on the prime minister’s 
visit to Ukraine (Ukrainian News, February 10-23) 
highlights the fact that Jean Chrétien and his spin doc- 
tors cannot get their act together. Two different stories, 
one from PM’s Office and another from the Canadian 
Embassy, appear. If Mrs Chrétien was overwhelmed 
by the tragedy, why did she not visit the sanatorium at 
Puscha Vodycia housing some 1000 children suffering 
from the radiation, without limbs and other forms of 
deformation! 

Of the 18 deals signed, with exception of two that 
are subject to foreign involvement, are all letters of 


(Eastern Economist)—AlIl-Ukrainian Union 
“Molod-nadia Ukrainy” (Youth-the hope of Ukraine) 
Head Vadym Hladchuk announced Feb. 15, “Ukrai- 
nian youth organizations have expressed a vote of 
non-confidence in Verkhovna Rada Speaker 
Oleksandr Tkachenko and are calling for deputies to 
remove Tkachenko from his post. 

In the statement, signed by representatives of the 


Students blast Tkachenko over remarks 


of the defense committee. Purged were Dr. (later sena- 
tor) Paul Yuzyk, one of the founding members and first 
Dominion president of MUN; Michael Pohorecky, 
founder and editor-in-chief of New Pathway for 30 
years; Walter Klymkiw, school principal and former 
Dominion president of MUN; W. Topolonycky, a 
former member of the UNO dominion executive; and 
Ivan Hewryk, another former member of the UNO 
Dominion executive. The venerable Wolodymyr 
Kossar, an UNO stalwart, was eased out of a leader- 
ship role a year later. 

A similar takeover was engineered within the 
OUN(M)-affiliated Organization for the Rebirth of 
Ukraine (ODVU) in the United States. After decimat- 
ing MUN in America, ODVU’s new leaders turned to 
an American-born — yours truly — in hopes of turn- 
ing the organization around. Explaining MUN’s return 
to its American roots in The Ukrainian Weekly of Oc- 
tober 8, 1960, I denounced the tirades of “displaced 
politicians” who “chatter about the ‘ivtsi’ and the glory 
that once was Ukraine... The kind of government 
Ukraine will adopt will largely depend upon the choice 
the people over there make. The harangues of ghetto 
politicians in America will not matter one iota.” 

Was I prescient in 1960 or what??? 

Concerned with developments within MUN in 
Canada. I traveled to Toronto that same year and met 
with Mr. Plawiuk, then the eminence grise of the 
OUN(M) operation. My trip accomplished nothing, Mr. 
Plawiuk and his people continued to dominate UNO 
until 1998. 

As might be expected, Mr. Plawiuk was not amused 
by stories about the 1998 UNO remake that appeared 
in Ukrainian News, an Edmonton newspaper, under the 
headline “UNF returns to its roots.” In a response pub- 
lished in the August 1-8 issue of New Pathway, Mr 
Plawiuk took umbrage with the Ukrainian News ге- 
port, arguing the UNO’s roots had never changed. Sink- 
ing to a new level of hypocrisy, Mr. Plawiuk praised 
people like Sen. Yuzyk and Myhaijlo Pohorecky, UNO 
pioneers whom he helped purge from UNO. 

Mr. Plawiuk now lives in Ukraine and is apparently 
still committed to purges. Recently he attempted to 
wrest control of the journal Smoloskyp from its long- 
time editor, Osyp Zinkewycz. At one time, both Mr. 
Zinkewycz and Smoloskyp were affiliated with 
OUN(M), but that relationship ended decades ago. 
While still living in Maryland, Mr. Zinkewycz became 
the voice of Ukraine’s dissidents in the diaspora. Now 
a resident of Kyiy, Mr. Zinkewycz has devoted his life 
to working with talented young writers in Ukraine. 

My dad once told me that there were two types of 
Ukrainian organizational leaders: those who actually 
lead, the “providnyky” (провідники), and those who 
merely head “ocholiuyut” (очолюють) ап organiza- 
tion, the “nachalnyky (начальники). The former get 
things done; the latter feed on the laurels of the institu- 
tion. The former promote and energize excellence; the 
later seek out excellence in order to stamp it out. Mr. 
Zinkewycz is a “providnyk.” Mr. Plawiuk is a 
“nachalnyk,” a little man who has created big trouble 
over the years, both in North America and Ukraine. 
is: 


Myron  Kuropas’ e-mail address 


mbkuropas@compuserve.com 


intent, subject to a Government guarantee to finance 
the projects. (Like the Tkachenko project for 75 mil- 
lion dollars, also the hanky panky of Lazarenko). 

Finally the question of protocol, points towards the 
CUC which is not capable to providing input for the 
PMO. 


I. A. Hrynevich, 
Scarborough, Ont. 


All-Ukrainian Union Molod-nadia Ukrainy, the 
Ukrainian student league, Young Rukh, and the Youth 
Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists, it is stated that 
the organizations made the decision after 
Tkachenko’s statements on the necessity of Ukrai- 
nian membership of the CIS Interparliamentary as- 
sembly and of union of Russia and Belarus. 
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The prime minister’s visit to Ukraine: What now? 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 

Ukraine needs Western friends now more than ever as it 
totters on the precipice. There are many that believe that we 
were less than that. Hopefully, it is not too late. 

The bad news. For years after independence the West with- 
held assistance to Ukraine; a pressure tactic to forfeit its 
nuclear arsenal. Old-think “Soviet experts” hectored Ukraine 
for shedding Russia’s influence: President Bushes “Chicken 
Kiev” speech was a scandal, but Canada’s then Foreign Af- 
fairs Minister Barbara MacDougal’s position was not much 
better. 

As punishment, the politically independent Ukraine, the 
economic engine of the Soviet empire, was denied crucial 
investments and loans to make it economically independent 
too. Incredulously, the real nuclear threat, Russia, was receiv- 
ing billions. 

This double standard played havoc in Ukraine’s economic 
transition setting it on a tortuous course of rejecting Russia’s 
without acceptance by the West becoming fertile ground for 
a Communist comeback. 

Also, it prevented the West, from articulating anew agenda 
for a very different era, with the leading exception being 
former US National Security Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski. 
The ensuing poverty and corruption in Ukraine are, in part, 
the consequence of delayed Western interventions. 

To be fair, Ukraine’s predicament is also the function of its 
Communist past. Neither Ukraine nor the West have experi- 
ence with such transition nor with the hand-in-hand exploita- 
tion and corruption. It might be a case of too little too late but 
the Prime Minister did well to promise to intervene on 
Ukraine’s behalf at the IMF. Ukraine needs the loan. But the 
money must go to economic development and wealth cre- 


ation in Ukraine, not into private pockets or foreign bank ac- 
counts. Minister Sergio Marchi’s five reform points are a good 
start for a new “tough love” West oriented paradigm for 
Ukraine. 

Throughout Ukraine’s ten years of orientation towards the 
West, the West has been fumbling on the defence/political 
front as well. The double standard of the PM’s remarks about 
Ukraine not joining NATO because Russia would not like it, 
coupled with the West’s concern about possible slippage into 
the Communist camp are confusing. The West’s influence over 
Ukraine is directly proportioned to its participation in West- 
егп international forums and structures. Here, Russia’s dis- 
pleasure is but a longing for an era long gone. 

Russia’s western sympathizers must not win this one. 
Whose interests does it serve to have Ukraine in unstable 
Russia’s camp. Ukraine is a sovereign state. It should decide 
what and it wants to join, and when. 

In 1998 Canada’s import/export from Ukraine was about 
$100 million. Both countries wish to do better. Canada con- 
siders Ukraine a difficult place to do business citing distance, 
language, bad business climate. After initial high expecta- 
tions, Ukraine views Canada as too focused on sales rather 
than strategic partnering, and ignorant of potential opportu- 
nities. There is need for greater effort in the Canadian bu- 
reaucracy, by exporters and manufactures, to mount a con- 
certed partnership and market development strategy. The Prov- 
ince of Saskatchewan, executing a longer term relationship 


with Ukraine, is a good model to build upon. Given its sectoral 
compatibility with Canada and its prodigious needs, Ukraine 
is fertile ground for countless joint ventures. 

Ukraine needs friends like Poland. But the Prime Minister’s 
surprise statement needs explanation. Does this mean redi- 
tection of technical assistance funds, initially targeted for 
Poland to Ukraine? A word of caution: Following World War 
1, a council of western ambassadors placed Western Ukraine 
under Poland’s guidance. The results were devastating. The 
Poles embarked on Polonizing the countryside. Thousands 
died in the resistance that lasted well beyond World War 2. 

Ukraine is at a tenuous historic juncture. Leaving it to the 
mercy of former historic tendencies could be tragic. Ukraine 
needs to find its own way between the new West and old 
East. Friends, like Canada, can help. 

To this end Canada might take the lead among Western 
powers in developing a winning strategy for Ukraine. The 
agenda: 

¢ An international conference on the strategic importance 
of Ukraine with a “get-well” plan; 

e A “most favoured nation” status using “best practices” 
elements from other bilateral models; 

г A senior roving ambassador to assure international par- 
ticipation and agenda implementation. 

The good news? Ukraine is a human and resource rich coun- 
try. It trusts Canada. With friends, it can make a difference: 
the West’s initial blunders, Canada’s Ukrainian dimension, 
Ukraine’s strategic importance and the potential benefits for 
Canada demand it. 


Oksana Bashuk Hepburn is the president of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, Ottawa Branch. 


Genocide Museum bill welcomed Newsbriefs 


(UCCLA)—The Ukrainian Cana- 
dian community has welcomed the 
initiative of Liberal MP (Brampton 
Centre), Sarkis Assadourian, who 
has proposed that the Canadian Mu- 
seum of Civilization develop a per- 
manent exhibit dealing with all of 
the many episodes of genocide that 
have taken place during the 20th 


century, not. only in Europe: but in, 


Asia, Africa and Latin America as 
well. 

Assadourian, a Canadian of Ar- 
menian Christian heritage, has 
tabled the draft of Bill C-479, which 
would oblige the Canadian Museum 
of Civilization to establish this ex- 
hibit within two years of the com- 
ing into force of this Act. A total of 
100 MPs must endorse Mr. 
Assadourian’s petition for it to be 
considered by the House of Com- 
mons. As of Feb. 19, over 75 had. 

Commenting, the Director of Re- 
search of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Civil Liberties Association, Dr 


Lubomyr Luciuk, noted: 

“We strongly endorse federal 
funding for a permanent museum 
exhibit dealing with crimes against 
humanity and genocide in the 20th 
century, particularly since Mr. 
Assadourian’s proposal is inclusive, 
recalling the many acts of genocide 
that have taken place not only in 
Europe but in other parts of the 
world as well. | 

“Ukrainians suffered genocide 
during the politically engineered 
Great Famine of 1932-33 with a loss 
of several million lives and, less than 
a decade later, Ukraine lost more of 
its people than any other nation in 
Nazi occupied Europe. This kind of 
museum would educate and inform 
all Canadians of those tragedies, as 
well as bringing to public attention 
the catastrophes that befell other 
groups, like the-Chinese during the 
“Silent Famine,” or the Cambodians 
butchered in the “killing fields,” or 
the more recent example of geno- 


Newsbriefs 


cidal mayhem in Rwanda. We are 
certainly against any federal fund- 
ing for a museum in Ottawa that 
would focus only on the sufferings 
of one community during the Sec- 
ond World War. Canada takes justi- 
fiable pride it the multicultural heri- 
tage and origins of our diverse citi- 
zenty. 

“Inclusiveness is therefore the 


. only morally defensible principle in 


the intellectual design of any Geno- 
cide museum or exhibit. We urge 
MPs in every political party repre- 
sented in the House of Commons to 
endorse Mr. Assadourian’s initiative 
and to work with the many Cana- 
dian ethnocultural communities who 
are in favour of a Genocide Museum 
in our nation’s capital,” Dr. Luciuk 
said. 
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У Комюниті Траст, ми знаємо яке велике значення мають заощаднення Ha майбутнє. Почавши 
від тепер відкладайте на звичайні РРСП якими керуєте Ви самі. Наші досвідченні працівники 
радо допоможуть Вам створити цей пенсійний план який відповідатиме Вам! 


Striking miners attempt suicide 
(Eastern Economist)—Thirty miners of Barakova mine in Luhansk 
region, currently engaged in an underground strike, attempted sui- 


_cide Feb. 18 by cutting their wrists. Emergency medical staff were 


called to the mine and rescued three of the miners, while the rest 
were treated for minor cuts. The underground strike began Jan. 30. 


Flu epidemic nationwide 


(Eastern Economist)—The level of influenza infection in Ukraine is 
currently near the 2 million mark, with 800,000, or 42 percent of 
those effected, children. The highest epidemic rates are in Kyiv, with 
204 people infected per 10,000, Lviv Oblast, with 233 per 10,000, 
and Poltava Oblast, with 200 per 10,000. 


Hungarian troops study in Ukraine 

(Eastern Economist)—Military men from Hungary are set to con- 
tinue their studies at Ukrainian military higher educational institutes. 
This was agreed upon at a meeting of the two defense ministries 
which ended Feb. 16. The education of Hungarian officers in Ukraine 
was first initiated in 1993. 


Наші послуги: 
м" інвестиційні плани 


Diaspora man gets recognition 

(Eastern Economist)—President Leonid Kuchma signed on Feb. 18 a 
decree, awarding US citizen Volodymyr Volovodiuk the Ukrainian medal 
“For merit,” third class. When working within Ukrainian communities 
in the US, Volovodiuk helped distribute Ukrainian books amongst the 
youth, including an anthology of 20th century Ukrainian literature titled 
“Ukrainske slovo” (Ukrainian Word) in four volumes. He also helped to 
organize the Chervona Ruta national music festival in Ukraine. 


Incumbent mayor leads Kyiv poll 

(Eastern Economist)—In a poll, concerning the scheduled spring elec- 
tions of a mayor for Kyiv, 40.5 percent of respondents said they would 
vote for present Kyiv Mayor Oleksandr Omelchenko, 6.25 percent for 
former mayor Ivan Saliy, 5.75 percent for Ukrainian Law Foundation 


Head Serhiy Holovaty, 4.25 percent for Leonid Kosakivsky, 3.5 percent 
for Valeriy Babych, and 2.75 percent for Mykhailo Brodsky. 


Church property to be returned 
(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma has given the cabi- 
net опе year to return former Church property to religious organiza- 
tions in Ukraine, Interfax reported on Feb. 23. Kuchma urged the 
State Property Fund to prohibit the privatization of Church property 
and oblige local authorities to provide land on which new Churches 
as well as Muslim and Jewish cemeteries can be built. He also or- 
dered the State Customs Committee to simplify procedures for de- 
livering humanitarian aid to religious organizations. 


Mining scam uncovered 

(Eastern Economist)—Luhansk law enforcement agencies held a 
number of spot checks in the region Feb. 18, targeting economic 
violations. A check on miners salaries and the use of budget funds at 
a Luhansk mine resulted in the opening of criminal proceedings 
against 22 officials of the region’s coal sector. 
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Vinok Worldance presents 


НОЮ 


view 


aia March a1, 1999 6: 00 pm 
Chateau Louis Conference Centre 


Enjoy the glamour of the Academy Awards at the Party of the Year - 
Delicious Dinner, NTN Trivia Entertainment, Big Screen TVs 


Silent Auction featuring autographed items from Cameron Diaz, 
Gary Oldman, Jerry Springer, LeAnn Rimes and more 


Tickets $65.00 Call 454-3739 


AVOUD BO ROR COE 


(The Rukh Insider)—As a pretender for the 
post of president of Ukraine, Yevhen Marchuk 
has claimed the image of a “dark horse” can- 
didate. 

This is natural given that Marchuk, former 
KGB supremo immediately following inde- 
pendence, has kept a low profile despite an- 
nouncing his presidential ambitions early on, 
at least three years ago. 

Since very little remains known about the 
KGB’s workings in Ukraine, speculation 
about the resources Marchuk can bring to bear 
during the elections has been rife. 

Attention has centered on the reputedly vast 
network of informants and agents to which 
the KGB maintains access. 

Also, given his relative passivity while oc- 
cupying the post of Prime Minister in 1995- 
1996 and the commonly-held assumption that 
highly-placed officials leave their posts richer 
than when they assumed them, many assume 
that Marchuk has “stashed away” consider- 
able financial resources of his own. Moves 
such as Marchuk’s obvious control over the 
“Den” newspaper, which was created with an 
investment of over 3 million dollars from a 
shadowy U.S.-based company or the creation 
of the Ukrainian Transportation Union with 
Marchuk as President of the organization, 
have lent support to such inferences. 


Yet, despite this seemingly strong position 
Marchuk has, since the general elections of 
March 29, 1998, set out to gain the support of 
right-wing parties which control relatively 
few votes. 

His first visit to a region in 1999 as a de 
facto candidate was to Chervonohrad in Lviv 
Oblast, noted for its nationalist tendencies 
even in western Ukraine. 

For comparison, the single eastern oblast 
of Donetsk has more voters than the three 
western, “Halytski” oblasts combined. 

Early on, Marchuk gained a public endorse- 
ment from the Chairman of the far right Ukrai- 
nian Republican Party (ОКР), Oleksandr 
Shandriuk. URP Honorary Chairman Levko 
Lukianenko has also endorsed Marchuk. 

The URP has distinguished itself over the 
past four years by single-mindedly pursuing 
a course toward self-destruction. From over 
9,000 members and 2,000 candidate members 
in 1994 the URP’s rank-and-file has shrunk 
to no more than a thousand thanks to several 
splits within the party. 

Stepan Khmara and his far-right, one-man 
party, itself an off-shoot of the URP, the Ukrai- 
nian Conservative Republican Party (UCRP) 
has endorsed Marchuk. 

During the elections in 1998, the СЕР, the 
ОСЕР and the Congress of Ukrainian Nation- 
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Presidential candidate Marchuk clings to right wing 


alists (CUN), united as the “National Front,” 
garnered a measly 2.7 percent of the vote. 

True, the CUN is still deliberating whether 
to endorse Marchuk with its younger leaders 
such as Serhiy Zhyshko clearly in favor. 

The party’s septuagenarian leader, Slava 
Stetsko, is hesitating, however, inasmuch as, 
for her, an endorsement of Marchuk would 
be an ill-fit, to put it mildly, given her and her 
deceased husband’s illustrious history of fight- 
ing the KGB. 

Ata closed-door round-table meeting with 
national-democratic party leaders on Feb. 3 
Marchuk was coy about his presidential bid. 

No names were named in response to a 
question about running mates or high officials 
in President Marchuk’s government. 

Marchuk criticized “all the other candi- 
dates” for trying to win the presidential seat 
without preparing their plan of action start- 
ing with day one of their presidency, although 
he did not bother to present his own plan. 
Marchuk’s focus on the right is puzzling, con- 
sidering that, since the main centre-right party, 
Rukh, nominated Hennadiy Udovenko for the 


‘post of president, the round-table meetings 


with national-democratic party leaders have 
largely degenerated into a small club of far- 
right organizations, including the National 
Socialist Party, a fascist group. 


Gonnect your community to the Network! 
CALL Jurij Klufas at: 1-(416) 410-1155 


Fax your community announcements to Kontakt (416) 762-4880 


A possible clue to Marchuk’s reasons for 
wooing and staying with the far-right can be 
discerned in the reasons why he was dismissed 
by Kuchma from the post of Prime Minister 
in 1996. 

Still then, Marchuk was rumored to have 
entered into serious talks with Socialist Party 
Chairman Oleksandr Moroz. 

Chances, therefore, are that Marchuk is 
currently acting out the role of a “virtual can- 
didate,” whose purpose is to draw votes on 
the right flank away from the incumbent, 
Kuchma. 

Working thus on behalf of Moroz, Marchuk 
may be expecting to duplicate his namesake, 
Primakov’s, feat in Russia and assume the post 
of Prime Minister in a Moroz government. 


Russia’s 
upper house 
conditionally 
ratifies treaty 
with Ukraine 


(JF Monitor/RFE/RL)—By a margin of 106 
to 25, Russia’s Federation Council voted on 
Feb. 17 to ratify the interstate treaty with 
Ukraine. 

The chamber added, however, a condition 
under which the treaty would take legal ef- 
fect only after the Ukrainian parliament rati- 
fies a set of three bilateral agreements on the 
basing of Russia’s Black Sea Fleet in Ukraine. 
The interstate treaty and the fleet basing agree- 
ments were signed by Presidents Boris Yeltsin 
and Leonid Kuchma in May 1997. 

The Ukrainian parliament ratified the treaty 
the following year. Russia’s Duma followed 
suit last December after the Communist Party 
dropped its objections to the treaty’s recogni- 
tion of Ukraine’s territorial integrity. It was 
left to non-communist nationalists led by 
Moscow Mayor Yuri Luzhkov to resist the 
treaty in the Federation Council, with initial 
success. 

In the Feb. 17 debate, Prime Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov proposed the conditional 
ratification. That condition persuaded many 
senators to drop their initial opposition to the 
treaty. 

Kuchma on Feb. 17 welcomed the ratifica- 
tion of the tearty. 

“T think that it won’t take long for the Ukrai- 
nian parliament to ratify the [agreements] ac- 
companying the pact,” he said. 


(JF Monitor)—Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma, as had been widely expected, has 
returned the draft law on presidential elections 
to parliament for reexamination. 

In his opinion, the provision in the bill 
which allows only parties and political blocs 
to nominate candidates violates the constitu- 
tion. 

Kuchma’s dislike of the nascent parties is 
widely known. Having no party affiliation 
himself, he has said several times that he 
would veto any law which allowed only par- 
ties to nominate the president would be ve- 
toed. Kuchma also proposes to cut the offi- 
cial campaign from 180 to 120 days to re- 
duce spending on the elections. 

This, in view of Ukraine’s economic 
troubles, is likely to appeal to potential vot- 
ers. A shorter campaign would effectively 
benefit the incumbent president as the one 
candidate who does not need a campaign to 
air his views and criticize his political oppo- 
nents using the media he controls. 

One of Kuchma’s main opponents, Com- 
munist Party leader Petro Symonenko, how- 
ever, remains optimistic about the elections. 

The parliament can override the presiden- 
tial veto in time for the scheduled October 
elections. This is not an impossible task, be- 
cause the draft law was adopted in January 
by an overwhelming majority in parliament. 
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PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Joanne Kolomyjec performing with the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra. 


for symphony 


premieres in Edmonton 


(UkrNews)—Edmonton audiences heard the World 
Premiere of Palimpsesty, a vocal-symphonic poem for 
mixed. choir and orchestra, at two sold-out concerts at 
the Winspear Centre, Feb. 19 and 20. 

The concerts, entitled “Journey through Ukraine”, 
were performed by the Edmonton Symphony Orches- 
tra, conducted by Grzegorz Nowak, in conjunction with 
the Ukrainian Music Society of Alberta Choir and also 
featured soprano Joanne Kolomyjec, a Canadian of 
Ukrainian origin. 

The Ukrainian Music Society of Alberta Choir, con- 
ducted by Maria Dytyniak with Irena Tarnawsky as 
accompanist, is a massed choir made up of members 
of Dnipro, Edmonton CYMK, St. George Catholic 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish, St. John’s Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Parish, St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian Catholic Parish. 
Trembita, Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton and 
Verkhovyna Choirs. 

Palimpsesty, which opened the second half of the 
concert, was written by composer Yurii Laniuk and is 
based on Biblical texts from ‘The Revelation To John’ 
(Ist, 2nd, and 6th Fragments) and the poetry of Vasyl 
Stus (1938-1985), one of the foremost artistic, intel- 
lectual, and expressive writers of his time. As a politi- 
cal dissident, he was incarcerated for 20 years in the 
Kolyma labour camp during the repressive totalitarian 
Communist regime. His poetry expresses his thoughts 
of freedom and his uncompromising love for Ukraine. 

Laniuk’s music attempts to create the ominously dif- 
ficult and hard existence of Stus’ experiences. In its 
original draft, the work had six distinct sections called 
Fragments, but in this version these segments are strung 
together into a continuous whole. There are many tonal 
clusters, with very little melody, in largely polyphonic 
textures. Fragment 5 tends to be chordal in nature and 
the final section is a return to the sounds of the open- 
ing of the work. The religious sections are rays of sun- 
shine intruding into the darkness of the poet’s soul. 

In an interview with writer Myrna Kostash, Laniuk 
explained that he chose Palimpsesty because he was 
looking for a slightly different type of poetry 

"І spent a great deal of time going through his poetry 
before I finally made the decision to use this particular 
text. I was searching for an artist whose poetry would 
have more play, movement, words... what Myron called 
‘the roll of the dice’. At that time, that was the kind of 
piece I wanted to compose. 

“Stus has, what I would call, an explosive poetry. 
It’s as if every word is a cry of pain, a cry from the 
heart. I wasn’t looking for this type of poetry — po- 
etry, which is so straight forward and blunt, poetry, 
which is so close to the surface. I wanted something 
different. Although I really liked this poetry, it isn’t my 
type of poetry. But then I found that text, which was 
very close to my ideal in all its parameters. The text 
had the necessary dramatics. Yet structurally, it was so 
interesting in terms of the employed technology. Just 
think, he writes ‘...the beat of hearts overgrown with 
fat is soft,...” What contrasts! He writes ‘the lightening 
sun’ which is at once joyous and tragic. It was these 
contrasts that I desired. Why? Not for purposes of read- 

ing the text, but for the musical reading. Every word 
occupies space in time. And, in the musical sense, it 
was the most... I didn’t want to play ‘the beat of hearts 
overgrown with fat’ to a beat of the drum, which would 


“For me, this poem is the 
embodiment of Stus. All his 
other texts, I consider to be 
less interesting. I consider 
this to be an example of 
universal poetry of the 
highest calibre. This 
particular text, which 

I found and chose for my 


own. Here, I see Stus.” 
Composer Yurii Laniuk 


have imitated the hollow beating of some fatty hearts. 
I was looking for a different concept, in the strictly 
musical sense. Therefore, for me, this poetry was in- 
teresting because, in the first place, it allowed me space 
for my musical fantasies. It is very important, when 
you are working with an orchestra, where there are 
many instruments and many orchestral possibilities, to 
show on the one hand, great intensity, and, on the other 
hand, a poetry constructed on very strong contrasts. 
This is what I really wanted for this piece. And this is 
how I chose this poem. 

“For me, this poem is the embodiment of Stus. All 
his other texts, I consider to be less interesting. I con- 
sider this to be an example of universal poetry of the 
highest calibre. This particular text, which I found and 
chose for my own. Here, I see Stus,” he explained. 

The concerts opened with the Overture to the Mykola 
Lysenko’s opera Taras Bulba, which is popularly known 
as Zasvystaly kozachenky (“The Cossacks Rose at 
Dawn’). It opens with a fanfare signalling a call to 
battle. The strings, which present the main theme, are 
suddenly interrupted by a sharp rhythmic and chordal 
counterpoint which announces the commencement of 
a choral performance. The mixed choir then proceeds 
to present the first two verses of “The Cossacks Rose 
at Dawn” іп the manner of a driving, rhythmic military 
march. This then leads into the final verse, during which 
the tempo slows down dramatically, bringing the piece 
to a close. 

Following that Kolomyjec came out to sing the aria 
from the same opera, followed by Meytus’ Ukradene 
Shchastia (Stolen Happiness) and the oratorio Sviatyj 
Dnipro (Sacred Dnipro) by Valeri Kikta. 

The oratorio was composed in 1993 on a commis- 
sion from Edmonton’s Dnipro Choir to commemorate 
that organizations’ 40th anniversary. Representing a 
panoramic view of Ukrainian history from the earliest 
time, each of the 11 movements attempts to capture 
the flavour of the most significant epochs in the his- 
tory of the nation, using the banks of the Dnipro River 
to relate the story. 

The concerts closed with Arkas’ Vechornytsi. 


Ukrainian composer 
dies in Utah 


Eugene Jelesnik, who was host of a weekly TV show “Talent Show- 
case” and one of Utah’s most familiar musical figures for decades, died 
Feb. 16 at 84, reported the Associated Press. 

The violinist-impresario-composer served as a conductor of the Salt 
Lake Philharmonic Orchestra. He also brought entertainers including 
Liberace and Frank Sinatra for concerts at what is now the Utah State 
Fairpark. 

Born in Ukraine, Jelesnik fled with his mother and aunt to the United 
States to escape the Russian Revolution. He began his career as a musi- 
cian in 1935 in New York City, where he was discovered by vaudeville 
performer Sophie Tucker. 

Jelesnik conducted 19 overseas USO tours, including two to Vietnam. 
He received the Civilian Service Award Ribbon from the War Department 
for his service under fire during World War П in Italy. 


Fourth Ukraine Antarctic 


mission planned 


(Eastern Economist)— Despite the financial crisis Ukraine remains 
among countries of the Antarctic Union,” said Science Minister 
Stanislav Dovhiy Feb. 10. 

Ukrainian expeditions to polar circles have continued, with the 


fourth Ukrainian expedition to Antarctica currently under prepara- 
tion. 

“The expedition will concentrate on research of particles that de- 
stroy the ozone layer, and the influence of aerosols, ozonosphere phys- 
ics, and movement of the geomagnetic field,” said Dovhiy. 

The team will also concentrate on technological development of 
the station, including equipment upgrading and creation of a com- - 
puter database network. 

The overall cost of the expedition is expected to be US$318,000. 
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Кредитова Спілки 
«Будучність» переносить 
свій відділ у Міссіссага 


З метою краще обслуговувати своє постійно зростаюче членство, 
Кредитова Спілка Будучність повідомляє, що переносить свій 
відділ у Міссіссага в нове, більше, світліше, вигідніше приміщення. 
З днем 1-го березня (понеділок) відділ Кредитової Спілки 
Будучність у Міссіссага урядуватиме в новім приміщенні: Kingsbury 
Plaza, 1891 Rathburn Road East на розі Ponytrail Drive. 

Нове приміщення сприятиме Кредитовій Спілці поширити свої 
послуги, включно з банковою машиною. 

Одночасно, Будучність запрошує усіх на святкування відкриття 
нового приміщення, яке відбудеться в суботу, 13 березня між 
годинами 11-та рано і 3-та пополудні. Протягом дня буде розвага 
для цілої родини. Дітей буде забавляти Лис Микита, а Вам може 
пощастить виграти мільйон долярів! 

Кредитова Спілка Будучність запрошує Вас відвідати нове 
приміщення в Міссіссага. 

Buduchnist Credit Union, Kingsbury Plaza, 1891 Rathburn 
Road East, Mississauga, Ontario, L4W 3Z3, (905) 238-1273. 


WASYL ODYNSKY 
DEFENCE TRUST FUND 


In September 1997 the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration of 
Canada served Wasyl Odynsky with documents seeking to deport 
him for allegedly making false representations about his wartime 
activities in his application for Canadian citizenship. 


Wasyl Odynsky has not been charged with war crimes. 


Despite the lack of evidence of war criminality against Wasyl 
Odynsky the government of Canada is continuing with deportation 
proceedings against him. Mr. Odynskys trial begins in November 


1998 and it is estimated that his legal fees will exceed $250,000. 
Like Ivan Demjanjuk before him, even if Mr. Odynsky is successful, 
this trial will have cost him his life savings. 


The financial strain is more than he and his family can bear and his 
defense must not falter for lack of funds. Please give generously to 
the Wasyl Odynsky Defense Trust Fund. 


Donations in Support of this Trust Fund 
may be sent to 


5289 Roebuck Ct. 
Mississauga, Ontario L5R 2J5 
| 905-890-8110 : 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 
слідкують за подіями в Україні? 


. «Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати i ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. 

Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, а ми вислемо газету 
разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 

Доручаю передплату на примірників. Вишліть, 
будь ласка, на таку адресу: 


Мате: 

Address 

City 

Це дарунок від: 


ЦІНИ: 
В Канаді: 
1 рік (24 примірники): $32.50 
2 роки (48 примірників): $60.0 
ціна включає ПТО ["GST")) 
Hi 3 


Ргоу. - P.Code 


a 
(Кан.) 


. Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
вітряною поштою: 
Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою» 


Наша адреса: Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5M 1Y9 
Tel: (780) 488-3693; Fax: (780) 488-3859 
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посол України Володимир Хандогій, Владика Юрій i Юлія Войчишин. 


Відзначення річниць 


2-го січня в Оттаві 


Юлія Войчишин 

Заходом Відділу Конгресу Українців Канади в 
Оттаві відбулося в залі Української православної 
церкви, в неділю 7-го лютого відзначення 81-0ї 
річниці проголошення Четвертим Універсалом 
незалежності Української Народної Республіки 
та 80-ої річниці злуки українських земель в 
одну соборну державу. 

Відповідальний за організацію свята, секретар 
екзекутиви КУК, Теодор Шумовський, молодим 
14-річним хлопцем був присутнім на підпільному 
відзначенні героїв Крут 1943-го року в 
окупованому німцями Києві, спогадом про яке 
він поділився з присутніми, як і зустріччю з 
одним з крутян, що це пережив. 

Головну доповідь «Тисячолітня традиція 
державотворення в Україні» виголосила д-р Юлія 
Войчишин, яка на прикладах з історії України 
засвідчила відвічне змагання українських земель 
до створення й утримання незалежної держави 
та тяготіння до соборности мимо намагань сусідів 
порізнити українців. Також доповідач показала 
історичні помилки, що унеможливили втримання 
попередніх державотворчих зусиль та закликала 
допомагати молодій українській державі «в надії, 
що помилки, які повторювалися в історії нашого 


-народу - не повторяться цього разу». 


Почесним гостем вечора був надзвичайний і 
повноважний посол України в Канаді Володимир 
Хандогій, який погодився виступити на цьому 
вечорі. Його представив заступник голови КУК 
Модест Цмоць, який був також ведучим цього 
вечора. Його Екселенція у своїм виступі нав'язав 
до відзначуваних історичних дат, наголосивши 
важливість проголошення в 1918 році обох 
держав - Української Народної Республіки 1 
Західно- Української Республіки та їх об'єднання 
22-го січня 1919 року. За його словами це 
мало вирішальні наслідки в історії: «Незважаючи 
на жахливі жертви і втрати, роки після УНР 
увійшли в літопис священної боротьби 
українського народу за свою державність 1 
соборність. Вони засвідчили нескореність нації 
і невмирущість національної ідеї. Вони наблизили 
реальний суверенітет України, її незалежність». 

Говорячи про сучасну Україну, посол 
поінформував присутніх про Указ Президента 
стосовно відзначення в Україні Дня Соборности 
22-го січня кожного року. Він також звернув 
увагу на факт, що за сім років існування Україна 
зробила величезні поступи в міжнародній сфері 
та поборюючи наслідки нездарної господарки 
попередніх володарів, робить значні поступи в 
реформуванні економії. Добрі стосунки з 
Канадою, він завдячує до деякої міри присутності 
великої української діаспори «з її офіційно 
визнаним внеском у створення канадської 
держави», але він хотів би щоб економічна 
складова цих стосунків стала домінуючою, 
відповідно напрямних керівництва України. 

Посол позитивно оцінив візиту Жан Кретьєна 
в Україну в січні цього року і з усіх підприємців, 


які роблять бізнес з Україною, наголосив що 
один з найбільших проєктів належить українцеві 


з Оттави Василеві Теронові i його партнерам. © 


Пан Хандогій бажав би щоби канадські партнери 
з розумінням ставилися до проблем і труднощів 
економічних і суспільних реформ в Україні. 
Про українську діаспору посол ствердив, що 
вона одна з найбільших у світі і з проголошенням 


самостійної України, ця діаспора перестала бути 


діаспорою бездержавного народу. Він покладає 
великі надії на реалізацію Державної програми 


«Українська діаспора до 2000 року», як і Закону 


України «Про зарубіжного українця». Шосол 
висловив признання діаспорі за збереження 
пам'яті про трагічні події в нашій історії, такі 
як Голодомор 33-го року, що стало поштовхом 
в Україні до вивчення, на основі архівів, штучного 
геноциду українського народу. Тепер тема 
Голодомору входить до програми в школах, а в 
Києві побудували пам'ятник, де прем'єр-міністр 
Канади склав вінок під час його відвідин в 
січні. | 

Підтвердженням вищої історичної справед- 
ливості до пам'яті мільйонів безвинно постраж-- 
далих, сказав посол є те, що Президент України 
Леонід Кучма минулого року, Указом Президента 


«Про день пам'яті голодомору в Україні», * 


проголосив відзначення цієї трагедії в останньому 
тижні кожного листопада. 

На кінець амбасадор наголосив важливісь 
збереження в діаспорі «того унікального духу 
українськості», одночасно будучи частиною 
суспільства країни поселення та маючи вплив 
на формування дружніх відносин між обома 
країнами. Він не підтримує теперішньої 
еміграційної політики Канади, на основі якої 
приймається тільки молодих людей з вищою 
освітою, бо «це катастрофічна втрата розумового 
капіталу», твердить посол. Мимо того він 
покладає надії на конструктивну взаємодію між 
Україною і закордонним українством і на його 
підтримку. 

Голова Відділу КУК в Оттаві пані Оксана 
Башук-Гепбурн подякувала амбасадорові і після 
відспівання українського гимну запросила на 
прийняття улаштоване жіночими організаціями 
Лігою Українських Католицьких Жінок і Союзу 
Українок Канади. 


Українську мафію в 
Європі розгромлено? 


(КБУВ)--Це запитання постало після заяви 
Міністра внутрішніх справ Юрія Кравченка про 
те, що в країнах Центральної та Східної Європи 
таке явище, як «українська мафія» -- викорінено 
спільними зусиллями правоохоронних органів 
сусідніх країн. Ця мафія, на переконання 
українського міністра, завдавала клопоту з початку 
90-х років. кана TS ee 
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Women’s short story series launched at Ukrainian Museum 


(UWAC)—Women’s Voices in 
Ukrainian Literature, a new series 
of English translation of Ukrainian 
short stories by Ukrainian women 
writers of the late 19th and early 
20th centuries, was launched at the 
Ukrainian Museum of Canada in 
Saskatoon in January, 1999. The 
focus of the evening was the first 
two volumes of this series: The 
Spirit of the Times (Olena Pchilka 
1849-1930, and Nataliya Kobrynska 
— 1855-1920) and Jn the Dark of 
the Night (Dniprova Chayka — 
1862-1927, and Lyubov Yanovska 
— 1861-1933). 

Marie Kishchuk, chairperson, 
outlined the background of courses 
in Ukrainian literature in English 
translation offered at the University 
of Saskatchewan since 1983. She 
pointed out that, with the publica- 
tion of this new series, Ukrainian 


literature in English translation may 
now reach a broader audience. 
Roma Franko, the translator of the 
series, discussed the translation pro- 
cess. Sonia Morris, editor, provided 
an introduction to the series, bio- 
graphical information about the four 
authors, and an overview of the short 
fiction represented in the firs two 
volumes. The translator and editor 
both opted for early retirement from 
teaching and administrative posi- 
tions at the University of 
Saskatchewan in 1996 to devote 
themselves to the translation project. 
Three additional volumes in the 
series Women’s Voices in Ukrainian 
Literature will be published in 1999 
as follows: But the Lord is Silent 
(Olha Kobylianska — 1861-1942, 
and Yevheniya Yaroshynska — 
1868-1904); and Warm the Chil- 
dren, O Sun, devoted to stories writ- 


ten about childhood and adolescence 
by women writers of that period. 

During the second half of the pro- 
gram, the Ukrainian Museum of 
Canada inaugurated the Annie 
Palynchuk Book Award, 1999, by 
presenting the first two volumes of 
this series to Larisa Makuch, an out- 
standing Grade 12 student in the 
E.D. Feehan High School Ukrainian 
Bilingual Program. 

Dr. Franko then paid tribute to six 
members of the Ukrainian commu- 
nity in Saskatoon, who died in 1998. 
Five-volume sets were donated in 
their memory to the libraries of the 
following institutions: Helen 
Maksymiuk — Ukrainian Museum 
of Canada; Rosalia Sywanyk — 
Ukraina Museum; Mary 
Pernarowski — Mohyla Institute; 
Maria Dorosh — Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress, Saskatchewan Pro- 


(Canadian Red Cross)—Albertans have rallied 
once again to aid the victims of international disas- 
ter. The Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Alberta Coun- 
cil, in cooperation with the Canadian Red Cross has 
received over $20,000 for the victims of the Ukraine 
floods since their appeal for assistance in late De- 
cember. The funds were collected with the help of 
Alberta Treasury Branch and Canadian Western 
Bank. 
| The floods,which occurred in Western Ukraine in 

early November, were considered the worst in this 
century. Over 25,000 people were evacuated from 
their homes and 10,000 of them still remain home- 
less. 

Zakarpattia, one of the areas hardest hit, has also 
experienced a small earthquake, which has increased 


Albertans raise over $20,000 for 
Ukrainian flood victims 


the damage to those houses already affected by the 
floods and prompted several landslides in the region. 

With 92-95 percent of the total population of 
1,279,670 living in poverty, the economic situation 
in the region has become appalling. There remains a 
demand for reconstruction material, food aid, medi- 
cal supplies and water purification systems. With 
infectious diseases increasing, the Red Cross will 
continue to respond by supporting the victims of the 
floods throughout the winter. 

The Red Cross is continuing to accept cash dona- 
tions on behalf of the Ukraine flood victims. Dona- 
tions can be made at your local Red Cross or by call- 
ing (780) 423-2680. Visa and Mastercard are ac- 
cepted. Make cheques payable to the Canadian Red 
Cross, earmarked Ukraine Flood Relief. 


~“Yarmarok” to support Ukrainian 


Ensemble’s Brazil 1999 tour 


(Verkhovyna)—This summer, Edmonton’s Verkho- 
vyna Ukrainian Song & Dance Ensemble is preparing 
an exciting tour to Brazil. As a fundraiser for this tour, 
it is once again hosting the pre-Easter bazaar known as 
“Yarmarok”. This two-day family fair welcomed over 
3,000 visitors last year and once again promises to en- 
tertain and reveal the rich Ukrainian culture to the 
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greater Edmonton area. 
The Verkhovyna Ukrainian Song & Dance Ensemble, 
of the Ukrainian Youth Association, is one of the most 


unique Ukrainian cultural ensembles in Western : 


Canada. Comprised of the Verkhovyna Choir and Dunai 
Dancers, the group has been entertaining audiences 
throughout North America for 40 years. It is the syn- 
ergy of singers and dancers performing together that 
allows The Ensemble to stage both innovative and en- 
tertaining performances. Starting in June of 1999 The 
Ensemble will be launching its most ambitious project 
to date-a tour to Brazil! The group will be performing 
throughout the state of Parana, an area of Brazil that 
has a sizable Ukrainian population and will be “Ex- 
tending our Roots” meeting with and performing for au- 
diences in rural as well as larger centres. Prior to depar- 
ture for Brazil, The Ensemble will be touring locally in 
Alberta and upon return from Brazil, will stage a gala 
performance at Edmonton’s Jubilee Auditorium on Sept. 
25, 1999 in a climactic conclusion to this thrilling year. 

In support of the Extending Our Roots tour, 
Verkhovyna will showcase the excitement and diver- 
sity of Ukrainian culture at the “Yarmarok”’ pre-Easter 
fair. “Yarmarok” will take place at the Ukrainian Youth 
Unity Complex on March 6th 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
March 7th 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The “Yarmarok” Craft Fair includes over 30 booths 
of exhibitors who will proudly display and sell their 
arts and crafts. Ukrainian traditional baked goods will 
also be for sale at the Bake Sale including Easter breads 
as well as old favorites. 

For those that long for Baba’s cooking, join us at 
“Baba’s Kitchen” and feast on borscht, perogies, 
kobassa and cabbage rolls. Sit back and enjoy the non- 
stop Entertainment Stage of Ukrainian song and dance. 
Or, take in the cultural displays from various organiza- 
tions, in Edmonton. For the children, fun and prizes 
await them in the Penny Carnival. Back by popular 
demand is the opportunity to pet a real miniature horse 
and other animals at the “Thistle Farm” indoor Petting 
Zoo. door admission to " Хагтагок" is only $3 and chil- 
dren under 12 are admitted free. 

“Yarmarok” is a bazaar, a fair, and a carnival all 
wrapped up into one package of entertainment with a 
special Ukrainian flavour. See you at “Yarmarok”!! 


vincial Council; Anna Rozdilsky — 
Oseredok/Ukrainian Cultural and 
Educational Centre in Winnipeg; Dr. 
Steven Dershko — Ukrainian Na- 
tional Federation in Toronto. Repre- 
sentatives of these institutions were 
present to receive the first two vol- 
umes, and family members were given 
a scroll and a personalized tribute as 
a memento of the occasion. 
Five-volume sets were also do- 
nated to the Murray Memorial Li- 


brary and the College of Education 
Library, University of Saskatche- 
wan, in recognition of the Graduate 
Scholarship in Ukrainian Studies set 
up by the parents of the editor and 
translator, Roman and Sonia 
Stratychuk. 

This highly successful and well- 
attended launch ended most enjoy- 
ably with a wine and cheese recep- 
tion, a book signing session, and 
much animated conversation. 


Marusia Yaworska 
scholarships to be awarded 
to talented musicians 


(University of Ottawa)—The Marusia Yaworska Scholarship Fund, ad- 
ministered by the University of Ottawa, will provide at least two $5,000 
scholarships in 1999 to talented students who are pursuing music studies 
at the graduate level in Ukraine, in Canada, or elsewhere. 

The fund, established from the estate of Marusia Yaworska, a music 
lover and herself a pianist and violinist who taught performing arts for 40 
years, awards scholarships to students at the master’s, doctoral or post- 
doctoral level. Candidates must be enrolled in a recognized music 
programme in Canada, the Ukraine or elsewhere, and be nominated by 


their own school of music. 


In 1998-99, five students received a Marusia Yaworska Scholarship. 
Dmytro Tkachenko,.a talented young violinist received $5,000 to pursue 
his musical studies at the Ukrainian National Academy of Music. Cana- 
dian violinist, Darryl Strain, was also awarded a $5,000 scholarship іо 
enter the Master’s program at Johns Hopkins University. Additional schol- 
arships were awarded to: Jonathan Oldengarm ($3,000), who is pursuing 
a Master’s degree at McGill University; Marie-Caroline Bourque ($2,000), 
a graduate of the University of Ottawa who is now studying at the 
Conservatoire de Musique de Montréal and Marcia Kierkosz ($1,000) 
who is pursuing graduate studies in the program in ethnomusicology at 


York University. 


Each school is invited to nominate one student before March 31, 1999 
with proper supporting documentation including an official application 
form, a curriculum vitae, a recording of three works, official transcripts, 
and reference letters. For more information about the Marusia Yaworska 
Scholarship Fund or to obtain an application form, please contact: Chair 
Department of Music, Faculty of Arts, University of Ottawa, 50 Univer- 
sity Private, Ottawa, Ont. Canada КІМ 6N5. 


Interested in the Ukrainian Arts? 
find out what's going on in Alberta! 
Call the ... 
ALBERTA UKRAINIAN ARTS HOTLINE 
ph.: 430-0217 
presented by the Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts 
',..Sponsored in part by CKER Radio and Ukrainian News 


The Ukrainian Youth Association 
Verkhovyna Ukrainian Song and 
Dance Ensemble presents 


The Ukrainian Pre-Easter Bazaar 
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Penny Carnival! 


Petting Zoo! 
Non-Stop 
Entertainment of 
Ukrainian Song & Dance 
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П. Саварин 

9 лютого ц.р., Альбертське товариство збереження 
української культури (АТЗУК) вислало Програмі 
допомоги сиротинцям при «Канадському фонді дітям 
Чорнобиля» чека на $33,000.00, в тім $16,500.00 власних 
грошей, а $16,500.00 від Wild Rose Foundation of Alberta, 
як одноразовий “matching grant”, що й задекларували 
були в імені АТЗУК Петро і Оля Саварин, будучи на 
Конгресі СКУ, на «Контакті» в Торонті в грудні 
мин. року. Пишемо «ще $33,000.00», бо в червні 
1996 р. АТЗУК вислано було «замість цвітів на 
могилу» до Торонта на поміч дітям Чорнобиля 
$15,000.00, у вересні 1997 р. $1,550.00, в квітні 1998 
р. $1,820.00, у червні 1998 р. $1,020.00, а у вересні 
1998 р. $2,870.00. До речі, більшість наших фондів 
до тепер йшло на проєкт «Надія», і тільки тепер ці 
$33,000.00 пішли специфічно на дітей в сиротинцях 
України, яким несе поміч група добровольців в Торонті 
під проводом пані Руслани Вжесневської. 

Як ми вже писали кілька літ тому, члени АТЗУК 


Лікарі стурбовані 
поширенням СНІДу 
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Ще $33,000.00 на поміч дітям в сиротинцях України 


сідають при вході до Похоронного заведення чи Церкви 
i на прохання родини померших збирають пожертви в 


їх пам'ять на поміч дітям Чорнобиля, а жертводавцям 


змісця дають посвідки до доходового податку. Досі 
АТЗУК в такий спосіб зібрало майже $100,000.00. 
На останні вище подані суми, зібрані за останні три 
роки склалися пожертви в пам'ять наступних померших: 
Ольга Аронець, Антонія Кучер, Олег Зуєвський, 
Наталія Федуник, Анна Хаба, Богданна Недільська- 
Мандзенко, П. Дяденчук, Ольга Пшоняк, Володимир 
Горбай, Їван Прокоп, Марія Бойко, Василь Кунда, 
Ніна Вірстюк, Марія Щерба, Ярослав Їванусів, Марія 
Прокоп, Анна Татчин, Олена ШПристаєцька, Анна 
Мартин, Іванна Горбай та Текля Стангрет. Окремо 
згадаємо запис у завіщанні св. п. Григорія Браткова в 
сумі $5,000.00. Помершим — дай Боже Царство Небесне, 
а їхнім родинам - наше сердечне дякуємо, бо поміч 
потребуючим дітям в Україні - це дійсно Богу-удобне, 
благородне діло. 

АТЗУК приймає пожертви не тільки з нагоди 


похоронів, але й з інших, навіть радісних нагод. Як 
ми писали кілька літ тому, воно зібрало i роздало за 
останні 18 літ на різні українські цілі майже півтора 
мільйона. Ї все це - добровольцями, малою відносно, 
але свідомою - групою осіб, нпр., на останніх загальних 
зборах було 15 осіб. До наступних загальних зборів, 
які відбудуться 17 березня ц.р., АТЗУК очолює управа 
1 дирекція в такім складі: Петро Саварин — голова, 
Богдан Медвідський - заступник, Оля Саварин - 
секретар, Віра Кунда - скарбник, Дмитро Тодосійчук, 
Богдан Олійник, Бенедикт Блавацький, Мирон Базюк, 
Мирон Стефанів, Люба Бойко-Бел, Михайло Саварин, 
Софія Скрипник та Їван Стадник. А наступне «касіно» 
(на яке потрібно б 40 осіб-добровольців, а яке 
приносить більшість наших фондів!) відбудеться в 
п'ятницю, 30 квітня і суботу, 1 травня. ATSYK вдячне 
«Приятелям дітей» і «Канадському фондові дітям 
Чорнобиля» за їх велику працю, відданість справі i 
співпрацю з нами. 


Р. Білаш вибраний Станичним 
Едмонтону на ще один рік 


(КБУВ) Міністерство охорони здоров'я України офіційно 
засвідчує, що кількість зареєстрованих носіїв інфекції 
імунодефіциту досягла 24 тисячі чоловік. З-поміж них - 
понад 700 хворих (670 дітей). Згідно з прогнозами, до 2000- 
го року носіїв СНІДу може налічуватися до 100 тисяч. 

Міністерство завершило Програму профілактики Сніду 
наполягає на необхідності ухвалення спеціяльного закону 
про запобігання поширенню цього захворювання. Інакше, 
вважають тут, не вдасться позбутися шкідливих факторів, 
як, наприклад, донорство ін'єкційних наркоманів, що є однією 
з причин прогресування СНІДу. 


чензаі|бинонох 


З глибоким смутком повідомляємо, що з волі Всевишнього 
відійшла у вічність 2 лютого 1999 р., на 85 році життя 
наша найдорожча матуся, бабця і прабабця 
бл. п. добродійка 


ТЕКЛЯ СТАНГРЕТ 


Похоронні обряди відслужені отцями - 
др. Е. Камінським, Митратом В. Тарнавським, 
В. Никифоруком і М. Планчаком, у церкві 
св. Юрія Переможця, 4-го і 5-го лютого, 1999 р. 
Тлінні останки похоронені на цвинтарі св. Михаїла 
в Едмонтоні. Залишені в глибокому смутку доні 
Люба Менлі i Оксана Тарнавська з родинами. 


ВІЧНА ЇЙ ПАМ'ЯТЬ! 
Св. Літургія в 40-ий день відслужиться 
в суботу 13 березня 1999р. 8:30 рано 
в церкві св. Юрія Переможця в Едмонтоні. 
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’ минулого року: 


II. Саварин 

На загальних зборах Пластової Станиці 
Едмонтону, якими керували пл. сен. Ярослав 
Скрипник - предсідник і п-і Леся Петрів - 
писар, голосами 22:18 присутні вчетверте вибрали 
Станичним пл. сен. Радомира Білаша. На 
заступника вибрано ст. пл. Ярка Сідорського, а 
перевибрано: Андрія Нагачевського - на писаря, 
пл. сен. Тараса Боцюркова — скарбником, a 
пол. сен. Славку Шулякевич на керівницю кадри 
виховників. До Станичної ради, через аклямацію, 
ввійшли пл. сен-и Мирон Стефанів, Марійка 
Бардай i Софія Скрипник, а до Номінаційного 
комітету пл. сенси Михайло Саварин, Роман 
Стефанів і Боян Яровенко. Також були пере- 
вибрані через аклямацію пл. сен-и Надя Цинцар 
- на архіваря-бібліотекарку, Оля Саварин - на 
представницю до Едм. Відділу КУК і Петро 
Саварин - на пресового референта. Виховні 
кадри не виборні, тож осталися ті самі, що й 
зв'язкові - пл. сен-и Люба 
Бойко-Бел і Маркіян Лазурко, та гніздові пл. 
сен. Юрій Дитиняк і ст. пл. Мелася Гнатюк. 
Осталися на своїх минулих постах теж подружжя 
Олесь та Їрина Федько, як провідники Пласт- 


Ділимось сумною вісткою з ріднею, односіль- 
чанами, приятелями та українською громадою 
міста Калгари, що 1 лютого ц.р. відійшов у 
вічність, проживши 83-роки всім добре відомий 
бл. п. Петро Цибульський. 

Народився покійний Петро 8 липня 1915 
року в селі Хлопівка, Тернопільської обл. 
Україна.Там же одержує освіту 1 виховання. 

Маючи 2 роки як померає його батько і 
ввесь тягар виховання дітей (2) перебирає 
мати. 

Під час війни 1939 р. попадає в полон. 
Після двох тижнів німці перевозять його групу 
в Німеччину в околицю Halzwerberg на різні 
тяжкі роботи. Після двох років звільнений з 
полону працює вільним в сільсько-госпо- 
дарському секторі. 

Вміж часі знайомиться із панною Євою 
Мельник з якою по закінченні війни творять 
сімейну родину, переїзджаючи до Мюнхена в 
Баварії де на світ приходить їхня донечка 
Анна. 

Покійний маючи сестру в Канаді, переїжджає 
в 1948 році в Канаду до міста Калгари. З 
перших днів поступив на працю до тзв. С.П.Р. 
(залізна дорожна компанія) де після 32 років 
праці відходить на емеритуру. 

Своєю щирістю і веселою вдачею та 
готовістю стати в допомозі кожному, здобуває 
собі велике коло друзів і прихильників, доказом 
цього так багато прибуло віддати останню 
прислугу покійному, як у пятницю в час 
панахиди, так і в суботу в час похорону. 

Похоронні відправи відслужив веч. о. парох 
Антон Тарасенко у співучасті дяка і диригента 
церковного хору п. Е. Секундяка та співаків. 

Тіло покійного несли друзі-члени Клюбу 
Сеньорів під опікою похоронного заведення 


Бл. п. Петро Цибульський 


Прияту, пл. сен. Ксеня Скрипник-Бубель, як 
провідник ОП УПС і пл. сен. Софія Скрипник 
як зв'язкова з Пластом в Україні. 

Звіти були роздані присутнім на письмі, а зві- 
туючі діловоди, включно із головою Ювілейного 
Комітету пл. сен. Любою Бойко-Бел, тільки їх 
доповняли чи пояснювали. Перший раз від довгих 
років був звіт провідника гуртка ст. пластунів/ 
нок в числі 8. Станичний Радомир Білаш звітував 
останнім, реасумуючи ствердженням, що Станиця 
«може бути прикладом для інших станиць», а в 
«ювілейних святкуваннях взяли участь майже 
всі члени станиці». Від провірного і номінаційного 
комітету рівночасно, в складі пл. сен-в Ореста 
Цинцара, Яреми Шулякевича і Михайла Саварина, 
звітував Михайло Саварин, який і поставив внесок 
на уділення абсолюторії (дали одноголосно), а 
листу на нову станичну старшину подав присутнім 
Ярема Шулякевич. На кінець пл. сен. Оля 
Саварин висловила признання всім діловодам за 
їх примірну працю, адміністративну і виховну, а 
зокрема в в'язку із 50-літтям Станиці. Було й 
кілька питань та відповідей. Збори закінчилися 
в рекордово-короткому часі привітом СКОБ, 
після чого присутні гостилися солодким і кавою. 


Leyden’s Funeral Home Ltd. Після панахиди 
на цвинтарі під звуки пісні «Видиш брате 
мій» спущено тіло покійного в цю гостинну 
канадську землю, а присутні повернули до 
церковної авдиторії, де пані Клюбу Сеньорів і 
друзі приготовили тризну. 

Поминальний обід почато молитвою, яку 
перевів о. парох. Опісля п. В. Кузьтин 
переповів в українській мові шлях і пережиття 
покійного. Своєю смертію покійний оскорбив 
свою дружину Еву, осеротив свою одиначку 
доню Анну із чоловіком Робертом Сава, двох 
онуків Марка і Майкела, дві племінниці (одна 
в Калгарах, одна в Україні), як рівнож родину 
зі сторони зятя Роберта, багато друзів, сусідів 
i приятелів. 

Від родини склав подяку п. Кузьтин в 
першу чергу о. пароху А. Тарасенкові, пану 
Е. Секундякові і співакам за співучасть в 
похоронних відправах. З черги труноносцям 
за останню прислугу покійному, заведенню 
Leyden’s за солідну обслугу і всім, хто під час 
хвороби вдома чи лікарні вносив слова потіхи 
чи розради, тощо. Родина щиро дякує паням 
за приготовлення тризни, цвіти щирі слова 
потіхи в цей невимовно тяжкий час, та всім 
хто чим небудь допоміг в улекшенні цього 
родинного горя. Особлива подяка всім хто 
склав пожертви на фонд роспису церкви св. 
Успення як теж на фонд поборювання хвороби 
рака. 

Від так, зять покійного Роберт Сава англій- 
ською мовою висловив відносини покійного 
Петра в родинному житті, і подякував всім за 
участь і услуги в похороні. 

Нехай гостинна канадська земля буде йому 
легкою. 


В. Кузьтин 
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Pope considers visit to Ukraine gasxar, 


By Felix Corley 

(RFE/RL)—Pope John Paul П 
may be about to fulfill a long-held 
ambition by making the first-ever 
visit by the head of the Catholic 
Church to a predominantly Ortho- 
dox country. 

This month, both Romania and 
Ukraine have repeated earlier invi- 
tations, but this time conditions 
seem favorable for such visits to take 
place. And on Feb. 16 Vatican offi- 
cials announced that a papal visit to 
Armenia later this year is also be- 
ing considered. The vast majority of 
the population of Armenia belongs, 
at least nominally, to the Armenian 
Apostolic Church, a member of the 
Oriental family of Eastern Christian 
Churches. 

The invitation to Ukraine, how- 
ever, is likely to be problematic, in 
terms of both agenda and schedul- 
ing. The Feb. 10 announcement that 
President Leonid Kuchma had is- 
sued an invitation, personally 
handed to the Pope by Prime Min- 
ister Valeriy Pustovoytenko оп a re- 
cent visit, leaves unanswered the 
question of how the Ukrainian Or- 
thodox will respond. 

With the Orthodox forming the 
vast majority of the population out- 
side western Ukraine (the heartland 
of the 5 million-strong Eastern-rite 
Catholic Church), the Pope will 
have to tread warily. 

Moreover, matters are compli- 


о . 

Mining unrest 
e e e 
widening in 
Ukraine 
«СЕ Monitor)—The gradually in- 
creasing mining unrest in Ukraine 
~is. threatening to seriously affect the 
October presidential elections. Feb. 
11, over 130 Ukrainian mines — 
including those in the Donetsk, 
Luhansk, Lviv and Volyn regions — 
continued extracting coal, but 
stopped dispatching it to customers. 
As of Feb. 11, only ten mines have 
shut down completely. The protest 
is supported by both the Indepen- 
dent Union of Miners of Ukraine 
(NPGU) and the country’s official 
union, the Trade Union of Coal In- 
dustry Employees. The two organi- 
Zations rarely find common ground, 
and the current accord does not 
promise much peace in official Kyiv. 
The miners are demanding wage 
arrears and an increase of subsidies 
to the coal industry for 1999. The 
increase — from 1.62 to 5.5 billion 
hryvnias — may prove impossible, 
given Ukraine’s cash-strapped state 
coffers. The NPGU is threatening to 
widen the protests and put forth po- 
litical demands, including resigna- 
tion of the government and the presi- 
dent, if the miners’ demands are not 
met. The union promises massive 
unrest in May-June, when the presi- 


| dential campaign officially begins. 


Coal Industry Minister Serhiy 
Tulub, who spent several days in the 
Donbas Region trying to persuade 
Miners not to strike, said that the 
unrest at the pits is instigated by cer- 
tain political organizations, which 
he reportedly refused to name. 

When miners from the Dnipro- 
petrovsk Region marched on Kyiv 
in May and June of last year, the 
government openly accused former 
Premier Pavlo Lazarenko and his 
party, the Hromada, of instigating 
the protest. 

The government now has no 
doubt about the seriousness of the 
Miner’s intentions. President Leonid 
Kuchma ordered the cabinet to pri- 
Oritize payment of the miners’ wage 
arrears following his recent meeting 
with coal mine union representa- 
tives. 
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cated by the bitter divisions within 
the Orthodox Church in Ukraine, 
which has split into three main fac- 
tions. 

The Vatican follows the lead of 
the rest of the Orthodox world in 
recognizing the Ukrainian Church 
loyal to the Moscow Patriarchate 
(headed by Metropolitan Volodymyr 
Sabodan) as the canonical Orthodox 
Church. 

And another complicating factor 


are upcoming elections: since the 
Pope would not visit a country ahead 
of such vote, for fear of seeming to 
endorse any candidates, so any visit 
to Ukraine will have to be fitted in 
after presidential elections in Octo- 
ber and November but before the 
end of the year, as the Vatican has 
declared 2000 a jubilee year during 
which the Pope will not maintain his 
customary heavy travel schedule. 
The Pope has long wanted to seek 


If youre 
у concerned 
about the 


Year 2000 
Bug... 


“Together, we can beat the Bug! 


13 


to reconcile the two halves of his- 
torical Christianity. His fourth for- 
eign pilgrimage as Pope, in Novem- 
ber 1979, had been to Istanbul to 
visit Ecumenical Patriarch 
Dimitrios. His 1985 encyclical 
Slavorum Apostoli (Apostles of the 
Slavs) praised the two Slavic saints 
Cyril and Methodius and urged a 
return to the undivided European 
Church, which had existed before 
the 1054 schism. 


2282 Bloor St. М, Toronto, Ont., Canada M6S 1N9 
Ee dt 1) 
* Gifts - Ukrainian Handicrafts 
"Ап, Ceramics, Jewellery - Books, 
Newspapers - Cassettes, CDs, 
Videos - Embroldery Supplies 
» Packages and Services to Ukraine 
ee a сао 
WE ACCEPT MAIL ORDERS 

A. CHORNY 


Tel.: (416) 762-8751 Fax: (416) 767-6839 
ee 


a 


No one has all the answers. 


Your computer 


When the year 2000 rolls around, your personal 
computer could get confused. It could start to 
read the year 2000 as the year 1900. Essentially, 
that’s the Millennium Bug. Lots of other electronic 
devices could catch it too, but your computer is 
the most vulnerable. Hardware, software, operating 
systems, data — all could be affected. So could 
printers, modems, and scanners. We can show you 
how to test your computer for possible Year 2000 
difficulties. And we can help you to find out which 
products and suppliers are Bug-free. 


Your finances 


Canada’s banks, other deposit-taking institutions 
and related organizations such as VISA, MasterCard, 
and the Interac Association expect to have their 
technology fully prepared. They are developing 
back-up systems and contingency plans to deal 
with any unforeseen events. If you have questions, 
you should contact your financial institution. 


Your household appliances 

You probably don’t have to worry about your 
appliances. The Bug will hit only those that depend 
on dates to work properly. If you can unplug an 
appliance and then turn it back on without having 
to reset anything, it should be OK. None of your 
equipment should stop working altogether. 


But we can help. 


But timing devices could be a problem on some 
VCRs, fax machines, security alarms, digital 
thermostats, answering machines, and video and 
digital cameras. We can help you to get Year 
2000 information supplied by appliance retailers 
and manufacturers. 


Your car 

Manufacturers say it is highly unlikely that the Bug 
will cause car problems. We can show you what 
several of the major car manufacturers have to say 
about the Bug and their products. 


Don't wait until you have a problem to begin finding 
out about the Year 2000 Bug. Start now! Watch 
for the Millennium Bug Homecheck guide in 
your mailbox. For more information call: 


1-800-270-8220 


TTY: 1-800-465-7735 


Or visit us at: 
www.canada.gc.ca | 
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Vitaliy Klitschko 


stops French 
champion 


(German Boxing News)—In front of 7,000 spectators in the sold 
out Alsterdorfer Sporthalle in Hamburg, European heavyweight cham- 
pion Vitaliy Klitschko stopped the French champion Ismael Youla in 
the second round, Feb. 20. 

Before the eyes of WBO heavyweight champion Herbie Hide, who 
attended the fight at ringside, Klitschko hurt Youla with a left-right 
combination and another left hand to the head midway through round 
two. Rocked by those punches Youla stumbled backwards and was 
knocked down and through the ropes by another combination of the 
undefeated 6 foot 8 Ukrainian. The referee didn’t bother to count and 
called a halt to the bout at 1:30 into the second round. 

It was the second successful defense for Klitschko, who won the 
vacant title with a second round knockout over Mario Schiesser in 
October and defended it against the Italian champion Francesco 
Spinelli in December with a KO in the first round. 

Vitaliy Klitschko improved to 24-0 (24 KO’s), whereas Youla 
dropped to 11-3 (7 KO’s). 

71 was not hit by a single punch”, Klitschko commented after the 
fight. “Youla was a good opponent with a hard punch. But I gave him 
no chance to hit me.” 5 

Vitaliy Klitschko is ranked number | by the WBO and thus the 
mandatory challenger of champion Herbie Hide. 

“Klitschko is not mobile enough and I’m faster than him”, Hide 
commented afterwards. “I will stop Klitschko in the fifth round.” 

Some observers took it as a sign of respect that the high-handed 


Hide was predicting a round as late as the fifth. Usually the cocky 


Brit is quick in predicting first or second round КО 8. 
The fight between Vitaliy Klitschko and Herbie Hide is tentatively 
scheduled for July. 
“Thave the confirmation now that Vitaliy is ready for a fight against 
Herbie Hide”, promoter Klaus-Peter Kohl stated. " Аз soon as we find 
a suitable arena we will promote this fight in Germany.” 
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Volodymyr Klitschko 
returns with first round KO 


By Fabian Weber 

(German Boxing News)—The Olympic Gold Medal 
champion of Atlanta in the super heavyweight divi- 
sion Volodymyr Klitschko returned from his single 
career loss last December with a quick first round 
knockout over an unbeaten European contender in the 
Alte Reithalle in Stuttgart Feb. 13. 

The highly concentrated 6 feet 7 model athlete 
knocked out Serbian Zoran Vujecic at 1:02 into the 
opening round with the very first punches he threw in 
this short fight. A combination of left and right hands 
to the head dropped the overmatched Serbian, who re- 
mained on the floor unconciously. 

Klitschko (107,5 kg / 236 Ibs) improved to 25-1 with 
23 KO’s, whereas Zoran Vujecic (97 kg / 214 Ibs) 
dropped to 13-1 with 5 KO’s. 

In December of last year the Ukrainian suffered his 
first professional loss fighting against American Ross 
Puritty in his hometown of Kyiv. Winning every round 
against the tough Puritty easily the overexcited 
Klitschko overpasted himself and had to be taken out 


by his trainer in the eleventh round. 

Klitschko was eager to show that he was able to bear 
this set back and that he had learned from it. 

“I made a lot of mistakes in the fight [against Puritty]. 
I was fighting on a too high paste. I wasted my energy 
and my punches”, Klitschko admitted. 

“But I learned from my mistakes. I hope for a rematch 
against Ross Puritty this year. I’m confident that I will 
reach my aim to become the world heavyweight cham- 
pion one time.” 

Before Klitschko can get his rematch against Puritty, 
though, the tough American will fight against German 
Axel Schulz, the man, who repeatedly avoided both 
Klitschko brothers last year. І 

Чт not annoyed that Puritty is fighting against 
Schulz”, the Ukrainian’s German manager and promoter 
Klaus-Peter Kohl stated. “We couldn’t reach an agree- 
ment with our different schedules.” 

“Let’s await first, whether Schulz is able to outbox 
Puritty in each round the way Volodymyr did. I don’t 
believe so”, Kohl predicted. 


Ukrainian Canadians take three 
firsts at World Cup swim meet 


Ukrainian Canadian Kelly Stefanyshyn of Winnipeg 
lowered ithe Canadian shortcourse record in the 
women’s 200-metre backstroke for the second time this 
year and also won the 50 backstroke at the ninth stop 
on the World cup swimming circuit Feb. 16 in Malmo, 
Sweden. 

Another Ukrainian Canadian, Joanne Malar of 
Hamilton, led a Canadian medal sweep in the 200 in- 
dividual medley. 

In the women’s 200 backstroke, Stefanyshyn pulled 
ahead in the final 25 metres to win in two minutes 9.37 
seconds, eclipsing her previous national standard of 
2:09.67 set last month. The 16-year-old also holds the 
national 100 and 200 backstroke long-course records, 
and leads the World Cup backstroke standings. 

ЧІ can’t believe I’ve bettered my time by two sec- 
onds in the 200 this year,” said Stefanyshyn. 

Stefanyshyn and Malar also appeared at the 
Edmonton leg of the World Cup, Nov. 27-28 where 
the two of them racked up eight medals for Canada. 
Malar had one gold, one silver and two bronze, while 
Stefanyshyn won four silvers. 


By decree of the President of Ukraine, the Cabi- 
net of Ministers of Ukraine has delegated the orga- 
nization of the “1999 All-Ukrainian Summer Games” 
to the State Committee for Sports and Culture. The 
opening ceremonies - 27 June 1999 and the closing 
ceremonies 11 September 1999 will be held in the 
Olympic Stadium in Kyiv. 

The Games will be a comprehensive national event 
directed at popularizing physical well-being and 
sports, promoting a healthy lifestyle among all so- 
cioeconomic groups in Ukraine, and improving the 
elimination process and preparation of Ukraine’s 
athletes for European Championships, World Cham- 
pionships and the XX VII Olympic Games in the year 
2000. 

Participation in the Games is extended to repre- 
sentatives of Ukrainian communities in the diaspora. 
In his letter to the Sports Commission of the UWC, 
the Chairman of the State Sports Committee, Ivan 
Fedorenko, states that the athletes will bear the cost 
of transportation to the games. All other costs will 
be the responsibility of the State Sports Committee. 


More on All-Ukrainian Summer Games 1999 


Kelley Stefanyshyn 


During the Games, an Olympic Week will feature 
mass sports competitions in all regions, competitions 
augmented with meetings with prominent figures in 
sports, culture and education, contests and exhibits 
with sports themes. 

The Chairman of the State Sports committee, Ivan 
Fedorenko, invites and encourages the participation 
of Ukrainian individual athletes and teams from the 
Diaspora. 

Detailed information and registration procedures 
for Canada may be obtained from “Canadian Friends 
of the National Olympic Committee of Ukraine”. In 
Toronto, Mr. Stan Haba, tel: (905)-507-0344, fax: 
(905)-507-9522. In Winnipeg: Mr. George Holowka, 
tel: (204)-889-2331, fax: (204)-488-6694, email: 
bontrav@escape.ca. Travel arrangements to Ukraine 
by KLM and Lufthansa coordinated through 
Bonaventure Travel Inc. of Winnipeg. total costs (in- 
cluding taxes) to Canadian participants, excluding vi- 
sas, are: from Vancouver, Calgary of Edmonton - 
$CAD 1,880.00; from Winnipeg: - $CAD 1,775.00; 
from Toronto or Montreal - $CAD 1,675.00. 


Ukrainian expected to vie for hang gliding title 


(UkrNews)—More than 100 male and female pilots 
from around the world — including Ukraine — are 
expected to compete in the 1999 U.S. Hang Gliding 
Association National Championships at Quest Air Soar- 
ing Center in Groveland, Fla., April 25 - May 1, 

Oleh Pondarchuc, the number one pilot in the world 
from Ukraine, and three time world champion, Tho- 
mas Suchanez from the Czech Republic, who won last 
year’s world championship in Australia, are two of the 
pilots expected to battle it out in the skies over Lake 
County for the 1999 U.S. Hang Gliding Association 
National Champion title. 


For the first time in U.S. Hang Gliding history, the 
competition will feature aerotowing. Generally, glid- 
ers are lifted into the air by launching from a mountain 
but this year, the gliders will be towed aloft by a spe- 
cial made ultralight aircraft to the desired altitude where 
they will release from the tow rope. 

During the competition, pilots will compete on differ- 
ent air courses and earn points based on their speed. The 
individual who has the most points at the end of the com- 
petition will be crowned 1999 U.S. Hang Gliding National 
Champion and move on to compete іп the Hang Gliding 
Association World Championships in 2001. 
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Мо опе actually fighting UEC reports net loss 


corruption 


By Robert Lyle 

(RFE/RL)—The detention in the U.S. of former 
Ukrainian Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko, wanted on 
corruption and money-laundering charges in Ukraine 
and Switzerland, has put the global spotlight on 
Ukraine, again highlighting the country’s problems with 
corruption. 

The editor of the publication ERT from the private 
Ukrainian Center for Independent Research, Inna 
Pidluska, told an OECD (Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development) conference in Wash- 
ington Feb. 23 that corruption is what she calls “a pain- 


ful” subject in Ukraine. 


It’s painful, she says, because it has been so broadly 
discussed since 1992 and more than 20 laws enacted 
on fighting corruption. 

The problem, she says, is that despite all these dec- 


| Іагайоп5 — and seven government ministries and de- 


partments assigned the task of fighting corruption — 
no one is actually doing it — fighting corruption. 

Pidluska says Ukraine is lagging behind many other 
post-communist states, both in economic performance 
and in dealing with corruption. 

One of the reasons, she says, is the totalitarian atti- 
tude of the state toward business — the taxation sys- 
tem has not been reformed, nor has the criminal code. 
She noted that there is still a law on the books making 
“speculation” illegal. Speculation is defined as resell- 
ing something to gain profit, which is business activ- 
ity, and in Ukraine that still is de facto outlawed. So 


- businesses are pushed into bribing officials. 


Part of the problem in Ukraine, says Pidluska, is that 
the average business owner spends 55 days registering 
his or her business and it is not unusual for it to take 90 
days. At the same time, there are 26 state bodies which 


- are authorized to perform inspections in any business 


and fine entrepreneurs for any infraction of the agency’s 
rules. 

But the rules are not published and frequently the 
inspectors won’t even tell the business owner what vio- 
lations are being cited. Of course, says Pidluska, there 
is a simple and fast way to get a license or pass an 


_. inspection — bribery. 


-- 


7 Without question, says Pidluska, President Leonid 


» Kuchma was right last year when he admitted that abuse 


Of power, bribery and extortion by bureaucrats were 


in Ukraine 


the main obstacles to economic development in 
Ukraine. 

Ukraine, of course, is not alone in having to battle 
corruption. 

The Deputy Administrator of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (AID), Harriet Babbitt, told 
the conference that in its role of promoting democracy 
around the world, the American aid agency helps fight 
corruption as well. 

She noted that in Armenia, for example, USAID sup- 
ported 200 community development programs which 
stressed the importance of transparency and account- 
ability in managing any funds, public or private. 

She said the agency backed judicial reform with eth- 
ics classes in schools and the creation of professional 
associations in law, business and the media to endorse 
anti-corruption codes of ethics. 

The agency also encouraged an independent media 
in Armenia and, she said, in the last elections provided 
the most balanced coverage in Armenia’s history. 

Additionally, she said, by helping Armenia privatize 
its energy sector, the U.S. aid agency helped the gov- 
ernment reduce electric meter tampering and bribery 
by starting a computerized system that separates the 
metering, billing and collection functions. 

The, Vice President of the private group Transpar- 
ency International, Frank Vogl, wrapped up the OECD 
conference saying that corruption is seen as a “mas- 
sive problem” in more than half the countries of the 
world. 

Petty corruption serves as a vicious tax on the poor, 
he said, grand corruption hurt the economies of Cen- 
tral and Eastern Europe and looting, which he described 
as the most outrageous form of corruption, has been 
perpetrated by leaders in Russia, Indonesia, Nigeria and 
Kenya among others. ~ 

While fighting corruption has become a major glo- 
bal topic, Vogl said efforts so far have “only made a 
dent.” He said the armor of protection surrounding the 
corrupt — in government and business — remains 
largely in tact. 

Business should be pro-active, said Vogl, by reform- 
ing and acting as good corporate citizens everywhere. 


Ukraine oil transit route 
remains a possibility 


(Eastern Economist)—Representatives of the State 
Committee on Oil, Gas and Refining have been nego- 
tiating the conditions and possible terms for Azeri 
Caspian Sea oil transit through Ukraine. 

The Ukrainian route involves transportation of Azeri 
Caspian Oil via pipeline to the Georgian port of Supsa, 
where it would be loaded onto tankers and taken to the 
Ukrainian port of Pivdenne and transported via the 
Pivdenne-Brody pipeline to west Ukraine and on to 
eastern Europe. 

Azeri officials have received assurances that all 
Ukrainian systems will be ready to accept Azeri oil by 
2000. The Pivdenne-Brody pipeline, with its projected 
capacity of 40 million tons a year, is currently only 
half finished. However, sources at the Azeri state-owned 


Moody’s lowers 
Ukraine’s rating 


(RFE/RL)—The international rating agency 
Moody’s has lowered the rating of the Ukrainian 
government’s domestic currency bonds from B3 
to Ca, Interfax and AP reported on Feb. 22. 

According to Moody’s, the Ca rating reflects 
“obligations which are speculative in a high 
degree...and are often in default.” 

Moody’s added that the terms offered by the 
Ukrainian government last fall for the “voluntary” 
exchange of maturing T-bills were a “technical 
default.” 

Moody’s also warned that the hryvnia is under 
threat of rapid devaluation this year. 

Meanwhile, experts predict that given the cur- 
rent lack of foreign exchange liquidity, Ukraine 
faces a default on its foreign debt. 


Socar company said they were skeptical of shipments 
to Ukraine, primarily due to the low solvency of Ukrai- 
nian refineries. 

Оп a more positive note, Baku officials did note that 
BP-Amoco have started to study Ukrainian export route 
options. Meanwhile, Ukraine has expressed interest in 


_buying 30-35 million tons of crude a year for the do- 


mestic market, as Ukrainian refineries are currently only 
Operating at 25 percent of capacity. 

As well, the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development has agreed to participate in the setting 
up and financing of an international consortium for 
transporting Caspian oil through the territory of 
Ukraine, if the route receives approval from interna- 
tional oil consortiums. 


PEI potato awaits 
Ukraine clearance 


(Eastern Economist)—Monsanto, a leading US- : 


based biotechnological company, is likely to receive 
all necessary licenses to start selling its New Leaf po- 
tato, a genetically altered potato resistant to the Colo- 


rado beetle, on the Ukrainian market by spring 1999, it | 


was announced Feb. 18. 

Currently the potato, first developed on Prince Ed- 
ward Island, is being examined by a number of state 
commissions. 

“Tt is harmless,” said Viktor Kyrsenko, representa- 
tive of the Medicine of Labor Institute, at a press con- 
ference organized by Monsanto. “The potato falls into 
the least toxic category,” he added. 

However, a number of articles appeared in the press 
both questioning the potato’s resistance capabilities and 
harmfulness. 

“There has been no scientific research done by inde- 
pendent experts in this area,” said Taisia Omelianets, 
head of the laboratory of Hygiene and Bio-medicine 
Toxicology at the National Scientific Hygiene Centre. 
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(UkrNews)—Toronto-based Ukraine Enterprise Corporation has 
declared a net loss of C$12,917 on revenues of $550,800 during the 
last nine months of 1998. This amounts to a net loss per share of 
$0.09. 

The result, however, is an improvement over the same period in 
1997 when UEC posted a net loss of $356,625 on revenues of 
$420,955. 

During the last three months of 1998, UEC had a net loss of $69,271 
on revenues of $106,570 as compared with the same period in 1997 
when the respective figures were $27,477 and $200,759 

Results for the three months ended December 31, 1998, were nega- 
tively impacted by the devalued hryvnia and continued poor perfor- 
mance of the Kalynska coal recovery project, stated UEC in a press 
release.. 

Independent analysis has been performed on the coal recovery 
project and the recommendations are being implemented prior to the 
spring start-up. These enhancements are planned to significantly im- 
prove the level of performance. 

During the third quarter, the company also recorded a Foreign Cur- 
rency Translation Adjustment of $650,000 which reduced the carry- 
ing value of Lviv’s Electron Bank and the shareholders’ equity of the 
company. This adjustment arose from the devaluation of the hryvnia 
that has occurred in the past number of months. 


Business Briefs 


Pipeline deal signed with Romania 

(Eastern Economist)—State Oil and Gas Committee head Vladyslav 
Tarashevsky was in Romania Feb.18 to sign an interstate agreement 
on completing the 60 km Khust, Ukraine-Satu-Mare, Romania gas 
pipeline. The pipeline will increase Russian gas supplies to Romania 
by 2 billion cubic metres annually. The pipeline is expected to pump 
4 billion cu. m. of gas annually. The Romanian link is being built by 
Romgas Co and Ukraine’s stretch by NaftoGaz Ukrainy 


Oil consortium deal 

(Eastern Economist)—NaftoGaz Ukrainy press service announced 
Feb. 19 that the company signed a letter of intent with Caspian Trans 
Co of the United Kingdom on creating a consortium to extend the 
Odesa-Brody oil pipeline. This future consortium is expected to handle 
oil coming from the Caspian region. 


US firm to invest in gas 

(Eastern Economist)—Deputy Economy Minister Anatoliy 
Vrublevsky reported on Feb. 19 talks with the US-based Usenco In- 
ternational representative Allan Holis on investing US$92 million in 
gas production in Western Ukraine. Holis was at the Feb. 18 gas auc- 
tion and was satisfied by the gas sales procedures. 


Azeri oil shipments to begin in April 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine plans to purchase the first cargo of 
Azeri crude oil from the Azerbaijani flag-ship operating consortium 
(AIOC) for the needs of the 80,000 barrels per day Odesa refinery. 
Ukraine’s State Committee on Oil, Gas and refining announced that 
the first cargo is going to be brought from the Georgian port of Suspa 
in early April. A delegation of the Committee was in Baku this month 
negotiating the price of the delivery. Delegation members said the 
first cargo will be no less than 80,000 tons. 


Business leaders promote oil and gas 

(Eastern Economist)—During a meeting with President Leonid 
Kuchma, The presidents of US company Torch Energy Advisers and 
Turkish company Caspian Transco, emphasized the importance they 
attach to business cooperation with NaftoGaz Ukrainy, adding that 
one of their main goals is to convince foreign investors to invest money 
into Ukraine’s oil and gas sectors. The general theme of the meeting 
had been the oil and gas sectors and ways to promote foreign invest- 
ment. 
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Ukraine to expand 
defense cooperation 


with NATO 


(JF Monitor)—A delegation from NATO’s 
Political Committee and another from 
Poland’s Defense Ministry — a new member 
country of the alliance — paid parallel visits 
to Ukraine on Feb. 10-12. 

Each delegation conferred with President 
Leonid Kuchma, National Security and De- 
fense Council Secretary Volodymyr Horbulin, 
Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk, Defense 
Minister Oleksandr Kuzmuk and other civil- 
ian and military leaders in Kyiv. 

The 19-member NATO delegation, headed 
by the Political Committee’s chairman Donald 
McConnell, also met with faculty and students 
at universities in Kyiv and Lviv, and visited 
the Yavoriv military training range in the Lviv 
Region. 

The delegation reviewed progress how joint 
programs under the NATO-Ukraine Charter 
of Distinctive Partnership and Ukraine’s state 
program for cooperation with NATO are be- 
ing implemented. The group also discussed 
Ukraine’s and other NATO partners’ partici- 
pation in the alliance’s April summit in Wash- 
ington. 

Yavoriv is ranked as the largest training 
range in Europe west of Russia. Situated in 
hilly and forested terrain, it serves primarily 
as a location for armor, airborne and recon- 
naissance exercises. During the last few years 
the range has hosted several exercises under 
NATO’s Partnership for Peace program (PfP) 
and also a few Ukrainian-Polish exercises. 
Last year, the United States allocated funds 
for upkeep and development work at Yavoriv. 
NATO and Kyiv currently plan to use the 
Yavoriv range on a regular basis as a training 


and Poland 


center for peacekeeping troops in the PfP 
framework. 

Polish Defense Minister Janusz 
Onyszkiewicz and accompanying civilian and 
military officials discussed in Kyiv an ex- 
panded schedule of bilateral military coop- 
eration in 1999. Plans include common bas- 
ing of the Ukrainian-Polish battalion, whose 
two national components have hitherto been 
based separately. Kyiv and Warsaw also en- 
visage the participation of this joint unit in 
Balkan peacekeeping operations under NATO 
command. 

In the defense industry sector, the Polish 
side expressed satisfaction with Ukrainian 
technical maintenance of Soviet-era aircraft 
of the Polish airforce. The ministries plan to 
expand this form of cooperation to other types 
of equipment, apparently including armor. 
Onyszkiewicz offered assurances that 
Poland’s new status as a member of NATO 
would “not introduce a demarcation line be- 
tween Poland and Ukraine, but would on the 
contrary strengthen their defense coopera- 
tion”. 

Implementing all these plans — and, ina 
larger sense, consolidating security in East- 
ern and Central Europe — depends on the 
success of anticommunist forces in Ukraine’s 
October presidential election. Ahead of that 
election, the leftist half of the Ukrainian par- 
liament is currently blocking ratification of 
Ukraine’s agreements with foreign partners, 
NATO included. Pro-Russian leftists have 
announced their intention to challenge 
Kuchma’s policies in this area at a closed par- 
liamentary session. 
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